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62 U.S. senators oppose Saudi deal 

WASHINGTON JAP) — Sixty-two senators have signed a fetter urging 
President Ronald Reagan to shelve plans to sell $1.4 billion in missies and 
other weapons to Saudi Arabia, two leading opponents of the proposed 
arms deaf said Monday. -Senators Alan Cranston, a Democrat from 
California; and Roben Packwood, a Republican from Oregon, said they 
expea the White House' to send a formal sales proposal to Congress this 


air-to-air missiles, a dozen F-15 jet aircraft, $300 million in advanced 
electronic equipment and a package of improvements for M-60 tanks and 
artillery vehicles already in the Saudi inventory. Hie letter, -d gred by 46 
Democrats and 16 Republicans, faulted the Saudis for allege dly not 
making “substantial” efforts to enhance the Middle East peace process 
and for continuing to fond the Palestine Liberation Organisation. Mr. 
Cranston and Mr. Packwood said in a statement that they 'believe the sale 
of additional weapons and support equipment to Saudi Arabia was not in 
the interest of the United States and its allies, including Israel. 
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Cheysson to discuss W. Bank exports 

TEL AVIV (AP)— A top European Community (EC) official will discuss 
European demands that Israel permit direct export of goods from the 
occupied West Bank when he visits Israel in October, j foreign ministry 
official said Monday. Claude Cheysson, EC commissioner for Mediterra- 
nean policy and former French foreign minister, also is to discuss Israel s 
relations with the EC. the official said. Earlier this month, the EC 
denounced Israel for preventing West Bank Palestinians from directly 
exporting their agricultural products to Europe. It also condemned 
Israel's policy of building settlements in the occupied territories. 
Palestinian farmers presently export through an Israeli gou'rnmcni-run 


export; company. Israeli agricultural exports to the EC total some S5U0 
million per year, while expons from the West Bank lotal S4 million 
annually, according to an Israeli spokesman. 
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.Kuwait tightens 

internal secority 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
tightened security around power 
land water plants to prevent 
sabotage. Electricity ana Water 
Minister Mohammad Abdul 
Muhsen A1 Refoe said in remarks 
published Monday. He told AI 
Qabas newspaper new security 
walls had been built and state-of- 
the-art security systems installed. 
Iran has threatened to attack 
economic targets in Kuwait be- 
cause of the emirate's support for 
Baghdad in the Iran-Iraq war. 

■ Pro-Iranian militants have been 
convicted of {daring bombs in oil 
installations m Kuwait, only 50 
kilometres from the warfront 

Goria: Bonn may 
aid Golf force - 

BONN (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Giovanni Goria said af- 
ter meeting Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl on Monday that West Ger- 
many was considering sending 
replacements for Western naval 
vessels dispatched to patrol the 
Gulf. Mr. Goria, on his first visit 
here as prime minister, told a 
news conference: “Bonn intends 
to give a contribution (to Western 
nations involved in the Gulf) by 
guarding other international wa- 
ters for them." A Defence Minis- 
try official said West Germany 
was barred by its constitution 
from sending troops outside the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) region. But he said 
diplomatic pressure was mount- 
ing for Bonn to help its NATO 
allies by filling in for their naval 
forces moved to the Gulf from I 
international waters in the 
Mediterranean and the Atlantic. 

Amal men attack 
SLA position. .. 

BEIRUT (R) •— f - Amal fighters 
blasted a pro- Israeli nriKtia posi- 
tion in South Lebanon with rock- . j 
ets and machinegun fire on Mon- 
day, security sources said. They 
said the South Lebanon Army I 
(SLA) post attacked was near 
rater, just outside the so-called 
“security zone” created by Israel 
along its border in southern ! 
Lebanon. In Tel Aviv, an Israeli \ 
a nay spokesman said there was aa 
attack on the SLA position but no 
Israelis were involved and there 
were no casualties. The security 
sources said Israeli and SLA gun- 
ners shelled Yater and nearby 
Kafra in retaliation, causing 
heavy damage but do casualties. 

Peres trying to 
meet Wu 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres and 
his Chinese counterpart may 
meet this week in what would be 
the highest-ranking diplomatic 
encounter between the countries, 
a government official said Mon- 
day. Mr. Peres and China's Wu 
Xueqian are both in New York to 
attend the 42nd session of the 
U.N. General Assembly. 

Labour-Likud gap 
seen narrowing 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The gap in 
public support for Israel's two 
major political blocs has nar- 
rowed in recent months, accord- 
ing to a public opinion poll re- 
leased late Sunday. The poll, 


conducted among 1098 Israelis by 
the independent Modin Ezrahi 
institute, also showed a drop m 
support for Kach, the extremist 
right-wing and anti-Arab party 
led by American-born Rabbi 
Meir Kahane. 
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Mine scare closes major 
sealane in Gulf; Iraqis hit 
tanker, Iran pounds Basra 


Arab media praise Jordan’s efforts for unity 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — New mines were 
reported in a busy Gulf tanker shipping lane 
on Monday as Iraqi jets bombed an I ranian 
tanker and Iranian artillery pounded the 
Iraqi port city of Basra. 

Following the discovery of the ish warships. . 
mines, the major sealane in the Shipping sources quoted by 
southern Gulf was closed to com- Reuter said the U.S. navy had 
mercial shipping and Iran was fished three mines out of the sea 
believed to have planted the de- and at least two more were in the 
vices in scattered locations of the water. 

area, shipping executives re- Lloyds shipping intelligence 
ported. issued a warning that mines had 

Well-placed sources ■ said the been sighted ana the area should 
United States was operating on be considered mined, 
die assumption that the Iranians Dubai port radio advised tank- 
had seeded the waterway with the ers of unconfirmed reports of 
explosives in retaliation for last floating objects. “We are warning 
week's attack on a minelayer in all vessels to keep a sharp lookout 
the central Gulf. and navigate with caution,” it 

The shipping executives, said, 
quoted by AP, said the deepwa- The laiest mines apparently 
ter channel, about 32 kilometres were spotted Sunday morning by 
off the bustling United Arab the American missile destroyer 
Emirates port of Dubai, would Kidd, one of the warships of the 
remain dosed to navigation until 11-ship Middle East force that 
a nrinesweeping operation was patrols the Gulf, according to 
completed by U.S. navy and Brit- sources quoted by AP. 


Shipping executives said at 
least three and perhaps as many 
as six mines were sighted at three 
different locations in the channel. 

They said the mines were be- 
lieved to have been dropped from 
dhows or small boats operating 
from the Iranian-held island of 
Abu Musa, under cover of dark- 
ness. 

At least two U.S. warships 
were in the vicinity on Monday, 
according to journalists who 
observed the scene from a heli- 
copter. 

The channel is within an area 
which tentatively has been desig- 
nated for the British mine-hunt- 
ing units which recently arrived in 
the Gulf region to help safeguard 
navigation in the vital waterway. 

Iraqi jets attacked an Iranian 
shuttle tanker near Iran's main oil 
terminal at Kbarg Island in the 
northern Gulf, on Monday, ship- 
ping sources quoted by Reuter 
saia. 

The raid was the latest in an 
(Continued on page 3) 
Arafat predicts new Iranian offen- 
sive in October, page 2 



CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. De- 
> fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
getJieadedJar home on Monday 
after talks on the Gulf crisis with 
Arab leaders, pledging Washing- 
ton would press tor. a United 
Nations ban on arms sales to' 
Iran. 

“We want to get an arms 
embargo against Iran," Mr. 
Weinberger told reporters after 
one hour of talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak to 
round off a tour on which he also 
met the leaders of Sandi Arabia 
and Bahrain. 

He said members of the U.N. 
Security Council, which called on 
July 20 for a ceasefire between 
Iran and Iraq, should stay united 
to endorse an arms ban on 
Tehran. 

“It is vital to try to maintain 
unity in die United Nations if we 
cao... we should proceed 
together on the embargo resolu- 
tion as soon as we can, he said. 

Mr. Weinberger said he found 
tiie leaders whom be met during 
his swift tour — King Fahd of 
; Saudi Arabia and Bahrain’s ruler. 
Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Al Khali- 
fa, as well as Mr. Mubarak — 
fully understood Washington's 
position. 

“We have a clear understand- 
ing with the leaders of the nations 
I have talked with on the import- 
ance of our continuing to do what 
we are doing — the vital necessity 
of keeping the freedom of the 
seas and keeping international 
waters open,” he added. 


Mr. Weinberger said coordina- 
tion would continue between 
Gulf stales and Western countries 
which have sent about SO naval 
vessels to protect ships in the 
Gulf area. 

“We will be working together 
in a number of different ways to 
make our contribution and those 
of the allied navies coming in now 
more effective,” Mr. Weinberger 
said. 

Mr. Weinberger spent 70 mi- 
nutes with Mr. Mubarak at the 
presidential office in Heliopolis, a 
northeastern Cairo suburb. De- 
fence Minister Abdul Halim Abu 
Ghazala, who greeted Mr. 
Weinberger at the airport and 
later saw him off, attended the 
talks. 

Mr. Weinberger, who met U.S. 
servicemen on warships in the 
Gulf, said be had seen the Iranian 


landing craft Iran Ajr, attacked 
by U.S. helicopters and captured 
a week ago. Washington accused 
the vessel of laying mines off 
Qatar. 

“I saw the Iranian ship, the 
mines, the equipment it used to 
arm the mines...,’* Mr. Weinber- 
ger said. 

He shrugged off Iranian threats 
to avenge the attack, saying Iran 
had been practising what he cal- 
led terrorism since the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution. 

“They have been talking about 
revenge since 1979- They practice 
international terrorism. That’s 
the way they take their revenge 
on everybody," he said. 


of laying mines off 


His talks with Mr. Mubarak 
also covered the U.S. military 
programme to Egypt, -he said, 


programme to Egypt, -he said, 
without elaborating. 

Egypt gets $23 billion a year in 
U.S. military and economic 
assistance, making it the biggest 
recipient of U.S. aid after Israel. 
It has been at odds with Washing- 
ton over terms for repaying $4.5 
billion of old military debt. 

Before leaving the Gulf, Mr. 
Weinberger told Bahraini leaders 
that the U.S., which has over 40 
navy ships in and outside the 
waterway, was committed to 
guaranteeing free navigation 
there. 

Mr. Weinberger also said on 
Sunday that the Iran-Iraq war 
would not end unless an aims 
embargo is imposed on Iran and 
the “irrational, fanatical” govern- 
ment in Tehran is replaced. 

Speaking from Bahrain in a 
U.S. television interview, Mr. 
Weinberger said an international 
arms embargo against Iran would 
help end the war. 

“Short of that, or perhaps on a 
longer-range basis, there would 
need to be a totally different type 
of government in Iran because no 
one can deal with an irrational, 
fanatical type of government of 
the kind that they nave now," he 
said. 

Mr. Weinberger’s statement 
was an unasually explicit call by a 
U.S. cabinet member for an end 
to Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini's administration. 


Tehran executes clergyman who 
reportedly leaked Irangate news 


NICOSIA (Agencies)— The Ira- 
nian cleric said by diplomats to 
have broken the news of the U.S. 
arms-for-hostages deal with Iran 
was executed on Monday, Tehran 
Radio reported. 

The radio said Mehdi Hashemi 
received the death sentence after 
being tried for murder, kidnap- 
ping and illegal underground acti- 
vities. 

Hashemi, a relative of Ayatol- 
lah Hussein Afi Montazen, the 
designated successor of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah . Khomeini, was ex- 
ecuted by a firing squad at dawn, 
the radio said. 

Hashemi, 46, who was arrested 
in October last year, was a. 
brother of Had) Hashemi, son-in- 
law of Ayatollah Montazeri. 

Diplomats in Tehran said 
Hashemi’s followers bad leaked 
news to Beirut's Al Shiraa maga- 
zine of negotiations between UTS. 
and I ranian officials forsupplies 
of American arms in return for 
Tehran's help to get U.S. hos- 
tages freed in Lebanon. 

News of the deal, and reports 
that Iranian money had been 
diverted to support U.S. -backed 


guerrillas in Nicaragua, provoked 
a political scandal in the United 
States and shook the Reagan 


Until his anest in October, 
Hashemi had headed the Global 
Islamic Movement that was in 
charge of exporting the Islamic 
revolution. One of his main 
duties was to funnel arms and 
weapons to Shiite militants in 
Lebanon. 

Hashemi's brother Hadi was 
arrested, too, but there has been 
no word of his conviction. 

Hashemi was convicted by a 
religious court in a three-day trial 
in August Before the trial, be 
appeared on television and 
admitted involvement in subver- 
sive activities. 

Hashemi was widely believed 
to have been behind a demonstra- 
tion, reported by eyewitnesses in 
Tehran, to protest against secret 
talks there m May 1986 between 
Iranian officials and U.S. Nation- 
al Security Adviser Robert 
McFarlane and his aide, Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Oliver North. 

Diplomats in Tehran said re- 
cently news of the Irangate scan- 


dal had ended any hope for a 
rapprochement between the Un- 
itea States and Iran. 

“Hashemi’s revelations embar- 
rassed both the American and 
Iranian governments and be had 
to pay the price for it,” one 
diplomat commented. 

He said Hashemi's public cas- 
tigation and trial meant Amer- 
icans would be unlikely to try to 
set up other unofficial links with 
Tehran. 

The United States severed di- 
plomatic ties with Iran in 1980 
after young Iranian revolutionar- 
ies stormed its embassy and held 
52 Americans hostage in Tehran 
■for 444 days. 

Hashemi's criminal history 
dates back to 1973, when he was 
found guilty of personally strang- 
ling to death Ayatollah Shamsa- 
baai, a clergyman who was loyal 
to Shah Mohammad Reza Pama- 
vi. He was sentenced to life im- 
prisonment, but was released af- 
ter the Shah was overthrown by 
the Islamic revolution in 1979. 

His arrest had cast doubt on 
the political fixture of Ayatollah 

(Continued on page 3) 


Weinberger leaves Cairo pledging 
to seek arms embargo on Iran 


U.S. said 
considering 
preemptive 
strikes on 
Iranian ships 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. military forces are consider- 
ing the possibility of preemptive 
strikes against Iranian naval ves- 
sels suspected of carrying mines 
in the Gulf, according to a broad- 
cast report on Monaay. 

The Pentagon declined com- 
ment on the NBC television re- 
port, but administration officials 
told Reuter it was unlikely that 
such an attack would be made 
unless an Iranian ship was caught 
sowing mines in the waterway. 

In a report from the Gulf, NBC 
said Iran had stepped up mining 
near Farsi Island after the Sept. 
21 attack on an Iranian ship oy 
U.S. helicopters. The white 
House said the landing ship Iran 
Ajr was laying mines at the time. 

NBC reported that U.S. milit- 
ary sources in the Gulf said the 
Pentagon was considering the op- 
tion of striking Iranian Slips be- 
fore they left Iranian waters if 
they were carrying mines. 

“We don’t comment on plans,” 
navy commander Bob Pnicha, a 
Pentagon spokesman, told Reu- 
ter when asked about the report. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger has threatened to re- 
peat attacks if more actual mine- 
laying is discovered. 

But administration officials, 
who asked not to be identified, 
told Reuter that although a wide 
range of options has been under 
consideration in the Gulf for 
some time, preemptive strikes by 
U.S. aircraft or ships are unlikely 
without hard evidence that a ship 
is actually laying mines. 

Three crewmen were killed and 
two are still missing following last 
week's rocket and machinegun 
attack by U.S. army special op- 
erations helicopters on the Iran 
Air 80 kilometres east-northwest 
or Bahrain. 

U.S. forces blew up the cap- 
tured ship over the weekend and 
the United States returned the 26 1 
surviving crewmen to Iran. 

At least six mines were re- 
ported found off the United Arab 
Emirates port of Dubai on Sun- 
day. Hie devices were more than 
320 kilometres south of the point 
where the U.S. navy said the Iran 
Ajr was laying mines. 

In Bahrain, U.S. Ambassador 
Sam Zakbem told a news confer- 
ence on Monday that U.S. De- 
fence Secretary Caspar Weinber- 
ger on Sunday delivered a letter 
to the emir from President 
Reagan “showing the willingness 
of the United States to standwith 
Bahrain in the Gulf and stressing 
the determination of the United 
States to keep the course and not 
to turn tail. 

A White House official, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
later Monday he would guide re- 
porters away from the NBC tele- 
vision report. 

At his daily news briefing. 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater would say only that he 
could not judge what future ac- 
tion U.S. forces might take in 
their efforts to keep the Gulf 
open to shipping. 

He said last week’s attack by 
American helicopters on the Ira- 
nian naval vessel said to have 
been laying mines sent a strong 
signal on how the United States 
might respond to future actions of 
this kind. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
information media have praised 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
efforts to end inter- Arab conflicts 
in preparation for the extraordin- 
ary Arab summit which is to be 
held in Amman on Nov. 8. 

The official radio of the United 
Arab Emirates broadcast a report 
on this topic on Monday, praising 
King Hussein's move to reestab- 
lish diplomatic ties with Libya, 
and the short working trips which 
His Majesty made to Syna where 
he met with President Hafez Al 
Assad, and to Oman, where he 
was bolding talks with Sultan 
Qaboos Ibn Said on Monday. 

The report also pointed out the 
importance of the visits in the 
context of the exceptional efforts 
made by Jordan to ensure the 
success of the Arab summit. 

The Al Ittihad newspaper. 


published in Abu Dhabi, called 
on the extraordinary summit to 
coordinate Arab efforts to come 
out with a strong and unified 
position which would ensure a 
common destiny for all Arab 
states, especially at a time when 
extreme tension is gripping the 
Gulf area as a result ot the 
Iran-Iraq conflict . 

The newspaper warned that, 
withoui a unified Arab position a 
quick solution to the war in the 
Gulf cannot be found, and, con- 
sequently. the road to Arab vic- 
tory. unity and future would not 
be achieved. 

The Kuwaiti newspaper Al 
Watan reiterated (hat discussing 
the development of the Iran-Iraq 
war is at the core of Arab com- 
mitment to settling the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

It said that the Iran-Iraq war 


was only one aspect ol the many- 
sided A rab- Israeli conflict, 
“which is being reopened by the 
coalition of Iran ana Israel." and 
that the "Israeli enemy, after 
securing the occupation of Arab 
territory , is not satisfied with its 
achievements and is. therefore, 
also working towards the con- 
tinuation of the Gulf war and 
backing Iran's refusal to accept 
peace." 

Another Kuwaiti newspaper. 
A! Siassiah. pointed out that if 
the Arab summit was to be held 
then that would mean that the 
Iran-Iraq war. with ail the human 
and economic losses during its 
course, would have achieved a 
positive historical point, and 
"that is to regain conclusive 
security, which is considered to 
be the' modem parallel to Arab 
unity." 


Shultz to visit Middle East 
en route to Moscow next month 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
will visit the Middle East in Octo- 
ber before going to Moscow for 
arms control talks, the State De- 
partment announced on Monday. 

He will visit Israel and possibly 
also Jordan and Egypt, although 
the itinerary is not yet firm. State 
Department spokesman Charles 
Redman told reporters. 

“It’s been a long time since the 
secretary has been to the region," 
Redman said. 

“A number of leaders have 
urged him to come to talk over 
the situation. This is an opportun- 
ity to do that on the way to 
Moscow," Redman said. 

Middle East peace efforts will 
be among the topics covered dur- 
ing the trip, he said. 


Mr. Shultz is in New York for 
two weeks for the opening of the 
U.N. General Assembly. 

As announced last week, Mr. 
Shultz will be in Moscow OcL 22 
and 23 to review final documents 
for a treaty abolishing U.S.- 
Soviet intermediate-range nuc- 
lear forces (INF) and to set dates 
for a U.S. summit this year be- 
tween President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Redman said Monday that "the 
Middle East is always one of the 
topics on our agenda with the 
Soviets, so there arc a number of 
reasons for this trip at this time." 

The spokesman said Mr. Shultz 
will probably leave Washington 
on Oct. 17 to be in Israel on Oct. 
18 to receive honorary degrees 


Israelis bar Natshe from - 
attending U.K. Labour meeting 


TEL AVIV (AP)— Israel baited 
the former mayor of the occupied 
West Bank city of Hebron from 
attending a British Labour Party 
conference which opened Mon- 
day, the Palestinian and Israeli 
officials said. 

Mustafa Natshe said Israeli 
officials gave no reason for reject- 
ing his request. “All they said 
was: You are not allowed to go to 
the United Kingdom to attend 
me conference," Mr. Natshe told 
AP. 

An Israeli official confirmed 
Mr. Natshe had been denied a 
travel permit and said it was 
because the former mayor had in 
die past “pubiidy expressed sup- 
port for armed struggle against 
Israel and since then did not even 
both to explain himself or deny 
his statement." 

“We can't permit such a person 
to travel abroad," the official told 
AP on condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Natshe denied the accusa- 
tions, saying he had tried to 
publish his political views in Al 
Fajr, a pro-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) newspaper 
published in Arab Jerusalem, but 


that the military censor banned 
the article. 

The conference opened in 
Brighton on Monday and con- 
tinues throughout the week. 

It was the second time in a year 
the former mayor has not been 
allowed to travel abroad. In Janu- 
ary, Mr. Natshe was one of sever- 
al prominent Palestinian leaders 
refused permission to attend a 
peace symposium organised by 
San Diego University. 

Mr. Natshe served as mayor of 
Hebron, the second largest city in 
the occupied West Bank, be- 
tween 1980 and 1983. 

Israeli military authorities de- 
posed him after a Jewish student 
was stabbed to death in the city. 


The daily Maariv reported 
Monday that Israel had allowed 
Bethlehem Mayor Elias Freij and 
Hanna Siniora, the editor of Al 
Fajr newspaper, to attend an 
international conference this 
week in San Diego. 

But it said the Israeli defence 
minister, Yitzhak Rabin, turned 
down the request of another 
Palestinian activist, Fayez Abu 
Rahma, a Gaza attorney. 


Tunisia on high alert after 
Islamic Jihad issues threat 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Police heli- 
copters hovered over the Tuni- 
sian capital on Monday, on guard 
after threatened reprisals for 
death sentences passed on Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

Government officials described 
threats of vengeance made in 
Beirut as proof of links between 
extremist groups abroad and the 
defendants in a mass trial which 
ended in Tunisia on Sunday. 

"This shows that those who say 
that the MU (Islamic Tendency 
Movement) is a political orga- 
nisation and not linked to terror- 
ism are wrong. This demonstrates 
the illegal nature of the group,” 
said one unidentified official 
quoted by Reuter. 

Other senior officials said the 
government would not be swayed 


by the threats by the Islamic 
Jihad (Holy War) group to assas- 
sinate Tunisian leaders if death 
sentences were carried out. 

“It will not deter us from our 
course,” said one. 

Monday's security operation 
indicated the authorities were 
taking the threats seriously. 
Police presence on the streets was 
discreet but reinforcements 
waited in dark blue vans at key 
positions throughout the city. 

Sunday's sentences followed a 


month-long trial of 9(J fun- 
damentalists, 53 of them in cus- 
tody. charged with trying to over- 
throw the state. 

Death sentences were passed 
on two defendants in custody and 
five fugitives. The MTI's leader, 
Rachid Ghannouchi, was sent- 
enced to hard labour for life. 

Mr. Ghannouchi's sentence 
brought expressions of relief from 
opposition political croups, who 
feared a backlash if he had been 
sentenced to death. 

The leader of the main opposi- 
tion party, Ahmad Mestiri of the 
Movement of Socialist Demo- 
crats. said on Monday that “the 
irreparable has been... avoided, 
at least for the MT1 political 
leaden in custody and particular- 
ly Rachid Ghannouchi.” 

The Communist Party issued a 
communique saying the outcome 
was “positive, despite the sever- 
ity of the sentences and, in par- 
ticular, the death sentences pas- 
sed in their absence of other MT1 
leaden." 

The Beirut threat was issued by 
Islamic Jihad group in a state- 
ment accompanied by a photo- 
graph of American journalist 
Terry Anderson, held hostage 
since 1985 along with another 
American and three Frenchmen. 


from the Weizman Institute and 
Tel Aviv University. 

In Cairo, Egyptian Information 
Minister Safwat Sharif said Mr. 
Shultz would visit Egypt next 
month for talks on the Gulf situa- 
tion and Middle East peace pros- 
pects. 

Mr. Sharif told the national 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) that Mr. Shuhz tele- 
phoned President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and informed him of the visit 
which would take place in the 
second half of October. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger held an hour-long 
meeting with Mr. Mubarak on 
Monday during a stopover in 
Cairo on his way back from the 
Gulf. 

Arguments 
begin in 
Pan Am 
hijack trial 

ADIYALA. Pakistan (AP) — 
The alleged leader of live Palesti- 
nians accused of a bloody 1986 
Pan Am airliner hijacking said 
Monday they were innocent be- 
cause they had a right to fight 
America, Israel and imperialism. 

Mohammad Hafiz Al Turk, 
who resided in Libya, told repor- 
ters during a break in his trial that 
all five belonged to “the Palestine 
revolution."' 

“We have the right to come to 
Pakistan to fight the Americans. 
Zionists and 'imperialism," de- 
clared Turk, who was handcuffed 
and chained to a prison guard. 

Prosecutors called the first wit- 
nesses Monday to testily at the 
special one-man tribunal set train 
the cinema of Pakistan's highest 
security prison, 34 kilometres 
from the federal capital of Isla- 
mabad. 

All five are accused of "terror- 
ism," hijacking, murder and 
weapons charges in the Sept. 5, 
1986. seizure in Karachi of a Pan 
Am Jumbo jet. It ended with 21 
dead and more than 200 wounded 
after a 17-bour standoff with 
Pakistani police commandos. 

Witnesses said at the time that 
four gunmen dressed as airport 
security guards drove a small van 
over the tarmac to the plane. 

They stormed aboard and de- 
manded the Boeing 747 be flown 
to Cyprus to pick up some un- 
identified comrades. The three- 
man cockpit crew escaped 
through an emergency hatch in 
accordance with anti-hijack proc- 
edures. 

After the hijackers killed an 
Indian-American passenger dur- 
ing the day. the ordeal climaxed 
at night when the plane's internal 
generator ran out of fuel, plung- 
ing the cabin into darkness. 

Apparently fearing an attack, 
the gunmen sprayed some 400 
passengers ana crew with bullets 
as commandoes stormed aboard. 

Mohammad Ahmad Al Muna- 
war, Khalil Hussain Rahayyal, 
Saeed Abdul Rahim and Abdul 
Latif Sairfani allegedly were 
seized aboard the aircraft. Turk, 
alleged to be the hijacking’s mas- 
termind, was arrested a week 
later in Islamabad. 

The first witnesses were a 
Karachi hotel housekeeper and 
her nephew, who said they recog- 
nised one of the accused as a 
guest. 
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Soviets winning unlikely 
new friends in Lebanon 


By Michael Kali 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — “Bravo bravo encore” shouted a 
rapturous audience of right-wing leaders at a hard- 
line Falangist gathering in their enclave north east of 
-Beirut. 


The enthusiastic cheers for a 
troupe of visiting Soviet dancers 
reflected Moscow's recent success 
in winning unlikely new friends in 
strife-tom Lebanon. 

In Lebanon. Moscow's policy 
has traditionally centred on its 
support lor the non-sectarian Cbm- 
munist Party, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation and Sy- 
rian-backed opposition parties. 

But since Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev came to power Mos- 
cow has both multiplied aid to its 
friends aad reached out to the 
Falangist Lebanese Forces mili- 
tia, an enemy of almost all Soviet 
allies. 

Western diplomats see new 
Soviet moves in Lebanon as a bid 
ro win wider regional influence for 
its Middle East policies. 

New Soviet Ambassador Vassi- 
li Kolotousha has frequently vi- 
sited Lebanese Forces leader 
Samir Geagea, a figure hated by 
the opposition and avoided by the 
American ambassador. 

The Soviets have even offered 
the Lebanese Forces 100 scho- 
larships a year to study in the 
Soviet Union, militia sources say. 
The militia snapped them up. 

Soviet aid to leftist militias has 
also increased and the mainly 
Druze Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) can even boast Soviet- 
trained tank crews. 

Moscow’s determination to 
stay involved in Lebanon was 
shown early in 1986 when it 
offered to help to finance the 
U.N. peacekeeping force alone 
the Israeli border in South 
Lebanon. 

“We were very surprised when 
they responded to our request." 
Foreign Ministry Director- 
General Fuad Ai Turk told Reu- 
ters. “They told us they were 
ready to help in any way." 

Politicians said the new Soviet 
efforts in Lebanon were a change 
of tactics, not of policy, and were 
not in any case just for Lebanon's 
sake. 

“The Soviet game in Lebanon 


is part of a general drive to get 
away from an old reliance on just 
one or two allies in the Middle 
East.” said a Western ambassa- 
dor in Beirut. 

Mr. Kolotousha has broken the 
previously stodgy image of Soviet 
diplomats, appearing on televi- 
sion with well-turned Arabic 
statements after meetings with 
leaders ail over the country. 

“He's active and good-looking, 
but I must say I worry about what 
lies behind his smiles." said Lena 
Khodr. a schoolteacher in mainly 
Muslim west Beirut. 

“There is give and take,” a 
politician said of Mr. Kolo- 
tousha's calls. “They are not the 
classical listening visits." 

Diplomats say Moscow is keep- 
ing tabs on campaigns for the 
election of a new Falangist presi- 
dent next year and aims to in- 
crease influence in a country 
where success is quickly seen as a 
diplomatic plus in the whole re- 
gion. 

“They want good relations with 
all parries ... so that all these will 
liaise with them or at least back 
their stand in any future Middle 
East peace conference," one 
politician said. 

In west Beirut, the Soviet 
embassy has opened its heavily 
defended gates to woo Lebanese 
journalists with interviews, 
formerly bard-to-get, and vodka 
and caviar receptions. 

The Soviet Cultural Centre has 
tripled its courses this year in 
Russian, painting, music, sport 
and dancing. The centre does not 
yet rival the American university 
in Beirut or other respected 
Western-funded institutions. 

But Observers say the field is 
open since pro-Iranian kidnaps 
have forced most Westerners to 
leave west Beirut. 

Thousands of Lebanese stu- 
dents already take advantage of 
cheaper study in Communist 
countries and' their number is 
sure to rise in view of the collapse 
of the Lebanese economy. 


Politicians say the free-wheel- 
ing economy’s failure and a 70 
per cent fall in the value of the 
once-resilient Lebanese pound 
this year have partly undermined 
faith' in Western values. 

“Communist ideology won’t 
make much headway but, in the 
current circumstances, people 
will accept help without asking 
where it comes from," said one. 

The Soviet Union is also 
advancing into a breach left after 
militias backed by Syria and Iran 
forced the withdrawal of U.S. 
Marines backing President Amin 
Geraayd’s efforts to extend his 
authority in 1982-84. 

Syria. Moscow’s closest Middle 
East ally, has now become a key 
arbiter of Lebanese events 
through its 25,000-man army gar- 
rison in three-quarters of Leba- 
non and in west Beirut. 

Soviet cultural and diplomatic 
success has not been matched in 
trade which accounts for just five 
per cent of Lebanon’s total. 

“When we go to Moscow, 
we're the ones who buy them 
lunch ... Soviet marketing and 
packaging are still very poor," 
said Fuad Tabbal, a major 
Lebanese trader with Communist 
countries. 

There are obvious contradic- 
tions in the Soviet drive to win 
friends on all sides of Lebanon's 
complex power-struggle. 

Presidential sources said Mr. 
Gemayel had made known he 
would like to be the first 
Lebanese president to visit Mos- 
cow, but officials said this was 
unlikely because Moscow did not 
want to embarrass Syria, which 
has strained ties with Mr. 
Gemayel. 

“The Soviets are smiling at 
everyone. The trouble is, they 
may run into the same problem as 
the Americans in frying to ba- 
lance their friendships." the 
Western envoy said. 

Lebanon has always looked 
seductively easy to influence; but 
Moscow may take warning from 
British. French, Syrian. Israeli, 
American and Iranian attempts 
to dominate it this century. 

“The Soviets are not the only 
power in Lebanon,” a Christian 
politician said. “Lebanon is so 
complicated nobody can have the 
whole cheese. Many have tried 
and failed." 


Chirac reiterates France’s support for 
international Mideast peace conference 


Arafat 
predicts 
Iranian 
offensive 
in October 


CAIRO (R) — French Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac reiter- 
ated his government's support for 
an international conference on 
the Middle East, including ail 

S rlies concerned and attended 
the five permanent members 
the United Nations Security 
Council. 

He told an airport news 
conference after four hours of 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak:“Of course we 
know it is difficult to organise, 
but all members of the European 
Community 3lso support the 
idea." 


Mr. Chirac spoke to reporters 
at the end of a weekend Cairo 
visit for the inauguration of a 
French-built underground rail- 
way system. 

He said he and Mr. Mubarak 
had almost identical views on the 
issues discussed. 

“We talked about problems 
touching the international situa- 
tion, like the Palestinian prob- 
lem. Lebanon, Chad and the 
absurd and odious war between 
Iraq and Iran,” he said. 

Mr. Chirac said French 
warships sent to the Gulf were 
located outside the waterway. 


‘They are in or outside Djibouti 
where they go whenever they 
need repair," he said. 

Mr. Chirac urged the Soviet 
Union and the United States on 
Sunday to reduce conventional 
and chemical weapons after their 
agreement in principle to scrap 
medium-range nuclear missiles. 

“France rejoices at everything 
which can reduce tensions." he 
said. 

“We approve the agreement 
about mia-range missiles but 
think it is more important to 
reduce conventional and chemic- 
al arms*” he said. 


KUWAIT (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat said in 
remarks published on Monday he 
expected a major new Iranian 
Gulf war offensive against Iraq's 
second city of Basra next month. 

In an interview with A 1 Watan 
newspaper he predicted the 
offensive would start in the 
second week of October to coin- 
cide with a Shi'ite Muslim reli- 
gious holiday. 

Iran launched a major thrust 
towards Basra last December, 
coming within 12 miles of the city 
but failing to breach the main 
Iraqi defences. 

Diplomats have speculated that 
Iran may open a new ground 
assault when scorching summer 
temperatures in the region begin 

Mr. Arafat, who has close ties 
to Iraq, said an extraordinary 
Arab submmit, scheduled to be- 
gin in Amman on Nov. 8, had a 
responsibility to end the seven- 
year-old conflict. 

The summit was called to dis- 
cuss the Gulf war, but Mr. Arafat 
said Saudi Arabia had also asked 
for agenda items on Lebanon and 
the Palestine conflict 

He said he expected all three 
issues to be disaissed and the 
PLO had prepared a plan of 
action to present at the summit. 

Mr. Arrnat said Egypt supports 
his rejection of peace proposals 
made by Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, the Ai Ittihad dai- 
ly reported Sunday. 

“Egypt supports the PLO’s 
participation in the proposed 
Middle East international peace 
conference under the auspices of 
the United Nations," Mr. Arafat 
was quoted as saying in an inter- 
view. 

Peres was reported as propos- 
ing unilateral dialogue with Jor- 
dan for “autonomy” in the occu- 
pied West Bank. 

“Egypt’s stand is vezy close to 
the Palestinians, concerning the 
international conference,” Mr. 
Arafat said, adding “there is a 
difference between our stand and 
Jordan.” 

Mr. Arafat urged Jordan not to 
“yield, to, the American-Israeli 
pressure to accept Peres propos- 
als," dubbing them "a new Camp 
David." 

He was referring to the U.S.- 
sponsored peace treaty Egypt 
signed with Israel in 1979. 

Egypt was shunned by the 
Arab World. But most Arab 
countries and the PLO have con- 
tacts with Cairo despite the abs- 
ence of formal ties. 

“Egypt will not accept the 
Peres proposal," Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat said “peace powers 
in Israel which recognise Palesti- 
nian rights are gaining strength.” 
He urged these groups to press- 
ure for a “just peace." 

Mr. Arafat said he will discuss 
an international peace conference 
with Kremlin leaders when he 
visits Moscow next month. 


Anti-Khomeini fighters report biggest attack in Iran 


NICOSIA, Cyprus f AP) — Dissi- 
dent Iranian forces have attacked 
20 military bases in western Iran. 
killing 66 soldiers, wounding 89 
and capturing another 35 in one 
of their biggest operations against 
die Tehran regime, an opposition 
group claimeaMonday. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khakj, or 
People’s Warriors, said in a state- 
ment that 12 of the bases were 
destroyed and eight others over- 
run in the brigade-size assault last 
Friday bytfae National Liberation 
Army (NLA) of Iran. It said the- 
attackers suffered no losses in the 
six-hour battle. 

The Iraqi-based NLA, formed 
by Mujabedeen leader Masoud 
Rajavi Last' June, is composed 
mainly of forces from the Mu- 
jabedeen, which seeks to topple 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini’s 
Islamic regime. 

Friday’s operation, involving 
several hundred NLA fighters, 
was the biggest assault reported 
since the movement launched its 
military campaign in January. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of the Mujahedeen 
claim. But Iranian leaders have in 
recent months acknowledged that 
the opposition force is becoming 


an increasing problem. 

President Ali Khamenei con- 


ceded last week that more than 
1,000 Iranian officials and sol- 


diers have been killed by “terror- 
ists” in recent months. 

The Mujahedeen claimed they 
have killed, wounded or captured 
more than 3,000 “agents of rep- 
ression" since January in more 
than 80 operations inride western 
Iran along a 300-mile (480- 
kilometre) stretch of the border. 

The Mujahedeen statement 
was telexed to the Associated 
Press Bureau in Nicosia from the 
movement's headquarters . In 
Baghdad, Iraq's capital. Iran and 
Iraq have been at war since 
September 1980. 

The statement said the NLA 
force launched the attack before 
dawn against the 3rd Brigade of 
the 23rd Nobed Division of Iran's 
Revolutionary Guards in the 
Alan-Sardasht region. 

Eight bases were overrun while 
NLA artiflery units pounded 12 
. other nearby installations to pre- 
vent reinforcements being sent in 
to relieve the besieged garrisons, 
the statement said. The NLA have 
used these tactics on an increas- 
ing scale in recent operations. 

The Mujahedeen claimed 
dozens of bunkers were des- 
troyed along with ammunitions 
dumps, command centres and 
feel depots before the NLA force 
withdrew across the border car- 
rying “large amounts" of cap- 
tured weapons and military docu- 


ments. 

The dissidents said tLc 

was filmed and later broadcast 
into Iran by the Mujabedeen's 
television station in eastern Iraq. 

The Mujahedeen. the most ac- 
tive of the anti-Khomeini groups, 
claim they have attacked Iranian 
government and intelligence offi- 
cials in Tehran and other cities in 
recent months and stirred anti- 
government protests. 

They claim that unrest is 
spreading among Iran's 45 million 
people as the war with Iraq, now 
in its eighth year, drags on with 
horrendous casualties, economic 
hardship worsens and Khomeini 
calls for ever more sacrifices for 
his Islamic Revolution. 

There have been confirmed re- 
ports of protest demonstrations in 
against the war and the govern- 
ment’s handling of the economy 
in recent months. 

Iran's official news agency, 
monitored in Nicosia, reported a 
car bomb exploded in Tehran 
Saturday, the first in months. No 
casualties were reported. 

The government has reported 
major military counter-offensives 
in western Iran against the Mu- 
jabedeen and the arrest of more 
than 1,000 alleged “subversive 
elements" along the border. 

One group was reported seized 
last week with hundreds of 


pounds of explosives. 

The Mujahedeen were once 
Khomeini’s allies against the late 
Shah Mohammad fteza Pahlavi.. 
Mr. Rajavi, 39, the last of the 
Mujahedeen’s original leaders 
from the 1960s, spent lYi years in 
prison for opposing the monarch. 
He was sentenced to death until it 
was commuted to life imprison- 
ment because of international 


pressure. 

The leftist Mujahedeen split 
with Khomeini after the revolu- 
tion when he began systematical- . 
ly eliminating rival factions in the ' 
turmoil following the shah's ous- 
ter in 1979. 


Mr. Rajavi hopes to become a 
rallying point for opponents of 
Khomeini's regime and seeks to 
exacerbate divisions within the 
Tehran hierarchy. 

But .Arab and Western diplo- 
mats believe that his alliance with 
Iraq could seriously jeopardise 
Mr. Rajavi's potential support 
among Iranians. 

“Most Iranians, whatever they 
think about their leaders and 
their policies, find it difficult to 
sympathise with someone fighting 
along side the enemy who kills 
their sons and brothers and 
bombs their homes,” said a West- 
ern diplomat once based in . 
Tehran. 


Author defends deathbed 
interview with Casey 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Jour- 
nalist Bob Woodward stands by 
his claim that former CIA Direc- 
tor William Casey admitted in a 
deathbed interview he knew of 
the diversion of Iran arms .sale 
money to the Nicaraguan contras. 

Mr. Casey's widow says such 
an interview could not have taken 
place. 

Writing in his new book, “Veil: 
The Secret Wars Of The CIA, 
1981-1987,” Woodward said Mr. 
Casey nodded affirmatively when 
asked if be knew about the funds 
diversion at a time when Con- 
gress had banned U.S. aid to the 
rebels. 

But Sophia Casey took issue 
Sunday with the depiction of Mr. 
Casey’s views of President, 
Ronald Reagan and Woodward's 
contention that be eluded secur- 
ity at the hospital and met with 
the dying Casey. 

■ In an interview with the U.S. 
television Network CBS's 60 Mi- 
nutes .programme on Sunday 
evening. Woodward, an assistant 
managing editor at the Washing- 
ton Post, reasserted his story 
while acknowledging there were 
no witnesses to the hospital 
meeting. ■ • 

He said the four-minute inter- 
view occurred a few days after he 
had been ejected from the hospit- 
al by guards, and that the meeting 
was arranged with the help of a 
source he would not identity. 

“He was dying. It was not the 
Casey I knew physically," Wood- 
ward said. “And so I got one 
question, and... that question 
was: ‘You knew about the diver- 
sion, didn’t you?” ... and he 
nodded. 

Mr. Casey died May 6 of com- 
plications after being diagnosed 
as having brain tumour. 

Mrs. Casey told the Associated 


Press in a telephone interview 
.Sunday from her home that 
'Woodward “was never in the 
hospital." 

Sne said family members were 
with Casey constantly when he 
was hospitalised in Washington 
and on Long Island, New York, 
and that Secret Service security 
officers were posted at his room 
door and the elevator door 
around the clock. 

- The book also came under 
attack Sunday from the Saudi 
government, which Woodward 
alleged provided money and help 
to Mr. Casey for his private 
covert operations, and from 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein Fad- 
laflah. leader of the militant Hez- 
bollah faction in Lebanon, whom 
the book alleged had accepted a 
$2 million payoff to stop attacks 
against Americans and U.S. faci- 
lities. 

Excerpts of Woodward’s book 
appeared in Sunday and Mon- 
day’s editions of the Post. 

In Monday's editions. Wood- 
ward said: 

— U.S. intelligence sources in 
1986 scored what Woodward de- 
scribed as “a spectacular intelli- 
gence coup" against Libya: 
“They began regularly intercept- 
ing messages from Qadhafi’s in- 
telligence headquarters in down- 
town Tripoli." 

Those messages led the United 
States to conclude within 10 mi- 
nutes of the April 5 bombing of a 
West Berlin discotheque that the 
Libyans were responsible, the 
book says. The bombing killed 
one U.S. serviceman ana a Tur- 
kish woman and injured 230. 

In response, U.S. bombers 
attacked Col. Muammar Qadha- 
fi’s personal compound and other 
targets in Libya on April 14, 


Peres backs U.S. escort 
of Kuwaiti tankers in Gulf 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
United States would have lost its 
credibility as a superpower had it 
not decided to escort Kuwaiti 
tank ers through the Gulf, Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said in an interview. 

“If the United States had not 
sent its fleet it would have lost a 
great deal of credibility — rein- 
forcing the impression the United 
States is becoming a paper tiger,” 
Peres told Newsweek magazine 


published on Sunday. 

“Instead, the American action 


has shown that the Russians don't 
have the military capacity to 
match the Unitea States in the 
Guff.' 1 the Israeli minister said 
during a visit to the United Na- 
tions last week. 

Mr. Peres said he was not 


attend a session of rhe U.N. 
General Assembly. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Aviv Sniron declined comment 
ou the report Sunday. Prime 
Minister Yi tzhak Shamir's aide 
Avi Pazner called the report “tot- 
al speculation.” 

But government officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
confirmed that prior to Peres' trip 
Israeli officials had debated 
whether to accept low-level ties 
with the Soviets or hold out for 
the resumption of full diplomatic 
ties. £ 


worried by growing U.S. involve 
ment in the Gulf and thought the 


Ir anians would tty hard nave a 
have a direct military confr with 
tion with Washington. 

“They will try to insult you, to 
injure America by taking some- 
body hostage. But I do not think 
they are seeking a military con- 
frontation." he was quoted as 
saying. 

Peres has rejected as inadequ- 
ate a Soviet offer to establish 
low-level diplomatic representa- 
tion in Israel, newspaper re- 
ported Sunday. 

Peres said a proposal by 
Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze to open an 
interest office in Tel Aviv was 
“insulting," the daily Hadashot 
reported. The paper said Peres 
told his Soviet counterpart he 
would accept only full diplomatic 
representation. 

The two foreign ministers met 
for two hours on Wednesday at 
the Soviet mission in New York. 
Both leaders are in New York to 


Moscow severed ties with the 
Jewish state during the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

Israeli officials have hoped re- 
cent signs of a thaw in Soviet- 
Israeli relations would lead to a 
resumption of ties, as well as a 
higher rate of Soviet-Jewish 
emigration. Hopes were fuelled 
by the recent granting of exit 
visas to prominent Soviet Jewish 
activists such as Yosef Begun and 
Victor Brailovsky. - 

Brailovsky arrived in Israel on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Shevardnadze promised 
Peres during their meeting the 
Kremlin would re-examine all re- 
quests by Soviet Jews to emi- 
grate, ana pointed out the rise in 
Soviet Jewish emigration over the 
past year, the Hadashot report 
said. 

In talks Peres described as the 
“friendliest, most candid and 
most substantial" he ever hac 
with a Soviet official. 


Peres, leader of the centris 
Labour Party, has pushed for ar 
international forum with the par- 
ticipation of the Soviet Union and 
the four other permanent dem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. 
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A painting exhibition by Bassam 
Mafadlah at tbc Housing Bank Gallery 
(until Oct. 17). 


* An exhibition of handicrafts and fine 
arts from China at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (until Sept. 3D). 


sculptures by contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19lh Century orientalist artists. Munia- 
zah. Jahal Luwcibdcb. Opening hours: 
I0.IXJ a.m. - 1 . 3D p.tn. and 3.(81 p.m.- 
6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
6301 28. 

Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt or 1916. 5ports City. Amman. 

3 xning hours V.HH a.m.-4.U0 p.m. 
nsed Saturdays. Tel. 66424(1. 
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OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Ouccn Alia International 
Airport Td. (OH) 5LLW5. where it 
should uJwjvs be verified. 


•5:30 Beirut (MEA) 

■■■■ Cairo (MS) 

14:45 Bahrain. Abu Dhabi. Muscat 
(GF1 

f$:O0 Moscow (SU I 

|5s 35 Kuwait (KU) 

J™* Riyadh (SV) 

Damascus (AZ) 

Lisbon, Rio dc Janeiro (IA) 


FILMS 


SERVICE CLUBS 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


* “Stress" — French Him at 8:00 p.m.. 
Royal Cultural Centre, runs until Scpi 
3n. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre library 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Maya Arts Centre 

Husscm Youth Citv 

y.w.c.a : 

y.w.m.a 

Amman Municipal Library ... 
Unis , of Jordan Library 


661026/7 
.. M4371 
.. 641520 
6361 47/K 
..637009 
.. 641993 
..644210 
.. 624(149 
..639777 
..66.SW 
667181/6 
..641793 
..66425! 
..637111 
.. 843555 


The Amman Lions CJub. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday al the 
Recency Palace Hotel. 7;30 p.m. 
Liras Philadelphia Club. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
PbBadetphii Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.0i) 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jahal Am- 
man. Eighth Cirdc. Tel. K16S34. 
8I7S34. 


06:45 

10:15 

KfcIS 

10-JO 

10:40 

Kk55 

11:00 

17J0 

18:00 

I8J5 

19:00 

19*5 

19:15 

20:40 

2fc45 


Singapore. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

: Jeddah (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

Duhui. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

- Cairo (RJ) 

Larruca(Rj) 

New York. Vienna (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (RJ j 

— Copenhagen. Frankfurt (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

TripoIi(RJ) 

Rorae(RJ) 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Monday rates 

L<xal selTbuy rules in tils 

Belgian franc... 9(1.5/ 91.6 

Dutch guilder 166.9.' W* 

French franc 56.3/ 57 

Italian lira 2 hi 26.4 

Japanese yen (for UK)) .... 237.4,' 24U.9 

Swedish ctuwti 53.6/ 54.2 

Swiss franc 225 0' 229.3 

U.K. sterling pound 561/ 569.3 

U.S. dollar 342.8 1 34* 5 

W. German mark IK7.lv' 1 911.3 


Amman etnemoratc 89I22S 

Amman Civil Defence !VH. 199 

Civil Defence Irbid .... 27129*. 27313! 

Civil Defence Ouwcismch 77(1733 

Civil Defence Derr Alla 57306 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade ... I9K 

First aid .’ 630341 

Blood Bank 77X303 

Civil Defence rescue 6611 1 1 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

FbOcc rescue 192. 621 III. 637777 

Police headquarter* t»39J41 

Tra Ific police BW91I 

Fleelric Power Co. h.Vi.WI/4. 624881 
Municipal water com pi amis 77 1 1 2 5/K 
Ouccn Alia inti. Airport ((WJ533.9160 



773111/!° 


7741 1119 


...642311 

Hotel complaints 

... 666412 


... 661 176 


12 


10 


17 

Repair service 

II 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mumher Oreini ... 
Dr. Ssj Abu Hauler .. 
Dr. Sukirman Khjvvai 
Dr Bastm Oaddoiimi . 
Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdnus pharmacy .... 
Al Ascma pharmacy .. 
Ndirouth pharmacy .. 
Al Satan pharmacy . ... 


,776258 
. 637123 
791 son 
.646024 
661912 
787336 
. 637055 
623672 
hViTjn 


CHURCHES 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


MUSEUMS 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


AIW I2bfl A SU' 72m. Softs'. 11740. 
11*125 and I52UJ Hi 


06:00 News 6=10 Newsline 06 JO VGA 
Morning 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline 
07:30 VGA Morning 88:00 News 08:10 
Newsline 08:30 VGA Morning 0940 
News 09:10 Newsline 09:30 VOA 
Morning 18. -00 News 18:10 Newsline 
I&30 Music USA 19:00 News 19:10 
Focus 19:30 Special English News & 
Features 20=00 News 28:16 Newsline 
20:30 Magazine Show 21:00 News 
21:10 Focus 21=30 Special English 
News & Features 22.-00 News 22:10 
Newsline America 22^0 Music USA 
23:00 News & Editorial 23:15 Music 
USA Jazz 24:00 News 24:10 World 
Report 


“Children’s Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 
ages, plus j small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open all week 9;tX) 
ajn. • 1:00 p.m. and p.m. - 6:0(1 
p.m. Chiscd on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry ami cos- 
tumes over toil years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaha and Jcrush (4th to iHth 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours; u.iH a.m. -5 p.m. 

Year-round. Td, 6517611, 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an cxceflent cnUeainn of the anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jahal A) Gala 
(Citadel HiUJ. Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m. -5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays Jri.on a.m. in 4.1X1 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 

Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of pahnmp. ceramics, and 


Sl Joseph Cburch (Roman Catholic) 
Jabiil Amman. Tel. 624590. 

C hu r ch of the Aoaaariatlra (Roman 

Caiftolie) Jahal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
<07440. 

De la SaHe Church (Ruuun Catholic) 
Jahal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Temsanta Church ( Roman Catholic). 
Jabnt Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5(30 
p.m. Td: h22366 ' 

Church of the Annunriaben (Greek 
Orthodox] Abdali. Td. 623541. 
Anglian Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jahal Amman, Tel. 625383. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Asbra- 
fieh. Tci 775261. 


13:20 .... 
13:30 .... 
13 JO .... 
14:35 .... 
16:10 .... 
I8.-05 .... 
20:00 .... 
23:30 .... 
00:45 .... 


Coim (MS) 

Moscow (SU) 

.. Muscat. Doha (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Riyadh tSV) 

Runic (AZ) 

Zurich. Lamuca (SR) 

Baghdiid(IA) 

London. Gum (BA) 


PRAYER TIMES 


05:12 ...... Fajr 

Oh:3l ISmnxI Doha 

Lfc26 Dhuhr 

05-47 -A* 

18:22 : Maritrch 

19:40 Tisha 


Hussein Medical Centre ... 
Khalidi Maternity. J. .Ann 
Akikh Matcrnitv. J. Amn. 
Jahal Amman Maternity ... 
Malhas. J. Amman ..... .. 

Palestine. Shmcisoiri 

Sfameisuni Hospital 

UmsetMt} Hospital 

At-Muusbcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Ahull 

AI-Ahli. Abdali ..... 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 

Al-Bashir.J Ashrafich... 

Arms. Mark j 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 

Ama! Hospital 


. 813X13-32 
M42SI-6 
642441.2 

642362 

h3M40 

664171/4 

669131 

. W5S45 
.. 667227.51 
. 660127, ?C 
. 6MJW6 
. 7T7IltI.rt 
7751 1Ij6 
841611.-15 
hor-ww 
674155 


TAXIS: 

Kayyah taxi 

Taxma taxi 

Tamer taxi 

Amman taxi 

Raghdantaxi 

Raqahtaxi 

Savel taxi 


63n7.Vt 
, M46hfl 
666176 
842474 
842400 
736428 
77t»15I 


IRBID: 

Dr. A. Karccm Al Abu-ch 
Al HaLtbi pharmacy 


... I— » 

245352 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Maysoon Hanna ... 
Abu Sharith pharmacy . 


98575U 

(-> 


SL Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
' ‘ ’ “ :i. 771751. 


doc) Ashrafich. Td. 

Amman International Church (Inicr- 
dcnomiruiinfuii): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Stamchani, Td. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Amman. 
Arabic Service: Sunday 7:00 p,m. 
Rainbow Congregatim. English Ser- 
vice.' Saturday 6:30 p.m. Rev. N. Smir. 
Td. 811295/ 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1} 

- Auaha(RJ) 

- Rnrac(KJ) 

Hj 45 Tripoli (RJ) 

12^0 Vienna. New York (RJ) 

IWB Belgrade. Madrid (RJ) 

LhOO Geneva. London (RJ) 

13^0 Cairo (RJ) 

13s 45 Istanbul (RJ) 

MiflO Larftaca(RJ) 

20-35 Kuwait (RJ) 

20:40 DhahranlRJl 

20d>0 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

21:15 Cairo (RJ) 

21:45 Abu Dhabi, Duhai (RJ) 

22:15 Damascus (RJ) 

23tfO Bangkok (RJ) 


WEATHER 


MARKET PRICES 


Bulletin supplied by i he Department of 
Mcicomlofy. 


A slight increase in temperature is 
expected, with northwesterly moderate 
winds. In Aqaba, winds will be north- 
erly moderate and calm sea. 


Min..'max. temp. 

Amman 16/29 

Aqahn 22/35 

Downs 14/31 

Jordan Valley 22/34 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 28. Aqaba 34. Humidity readings: 
Amman 26 per coil. Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 


Uppcr-'kiwcr pnev in fits per 4c. 

Apple (local) «KI.‘7U0 

Banana 350 / 30D 

Banana (Muhammad 300 ■' 240 

Bears ISO ' 140 

Cabbage ISO. IW 

Cauliflower 30 /MO 

Cucumbers 240 : ISO 

Dales 3NI/3MU 

Eggplant (large) 70/40 

Kgrolant (small) 150/ 100 

Up. 3aj/2KI 

Garlic 600/500 

Grapes (white) 320/260 

Grapes (Mack) 331/260 

Grapefruit 150. 100 

Guava 350 f 300 

Lemon (green) 120/180 



130 / mi 

Mallow 

711/ 40 


240/ ion 


350 1 3ui 

Onion fdrv) 

Okra 

Oranges (Abu Surra 1 .. 
Pepper (hot) 

HD /urn 

450 .*4») 

...... 250 / 2M) 

160 HOD 

Pcbbcr (sweet) 

.... 170? Wl 

'Potato !Un / ran 


320' 2WI 

Raddrth 

140/100 

ZB) / 160 




231 ; 160 



Watermelon 

141) / 1Q0 


fcr 






.Vs 







Medical mission to aid 
famine-stricken Sudan 


AMMAN ( 1 Vi ra ) Another 

■ nicilic:il iiusMoii left Amman tor 
Sudan Monday and was seen oft’ 
“hy Mmistei of Health /aid llain- 
ycl*. deputising tor His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince ilnssan. 

The mission - the thirtcemh 
of its kind - is comprised of 17 
■personnel, including doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists, and labora- 
tory technicians carrying large 
amounts of medicines, medical 
equipment, and other appliances 
■to he used in ihcir relief work in 
drought and I a nunc- slacken re- 
gions of Sudan. 

. Addressing the mission mem- 
bers. the minister wished them 
success in their endeavour, which 
-is a com in nation ol efforts carried 
out by previous- missions. Dr. 


Hamzeh sail! that the new team 
will replace another that has been 
working in Sudan, offering ser- 
vices fd patients at the new Kass 
hospital. 

Jordan has sent oilier teams 
which arc now assisting (he 
Sudanese in irrigation, electrifica- 
tion. and agricultural projects. 

According rn Dr. Hamzeh. the 
Kass hospital, set up by rhe 
Jordanian missions, is managing 
an enormous task, and continues 
to treat increasing numbers of 


patients. 

The mission members were 
also seen off by senior ministry 
officials and members of the 
National Committee for Support- 
ing the People of Sudan and the 
Sudanese ambassador to Jordan. 


Supply Ministry orders 
ban on refilling olive oil 


AMMAN tJ.T.J — Minister of 
"Industry. Trade, and Supply Ra- 
■jai Muasher on Monday issued a 
"defence order which bans iclilliug 
'olive oil in small plastic, glass, ni 
metal containers and then selling 
'them without prior wrineii 
approval and licence from the 
minislrv. Hie ruling goes into 
effect beginning next month. 

In the order. Dr. Muasher also 
required that all factories and 
companies already licensed to tilt 
.vegetable oil retrain from provid- 
ing the market with olive oil until 
it * has been inspected In the 
ministry and unde; goes fab test* 
.to ensure that ii fuffills all speci- 
-fieations. In addition each con- 
tainer must carry a tag indicating 
the name of the producing com- 
pany . its address, the origin ot the 
oil. the packing date, and any 
.•tiler iiiloriii.it ion icquircd by the 
ministry. 

Anv containers which have 


been refilled without prior writ- 
ten consent from the ministry will 
he confiscated, and any olive- oil 
containers already on* sale will 
undergo lab tests to ensure that 
they fulfill specifications, lliey 
will" he confiscated if any tamper- 
ing is revealed, and the producer 
will be relerred to court. 

This decision conics after an oil 
adulterator was apprehended tor 
importing vegetable oil and mix- 
ing ii with green colour additives 
hehue ‘•clling it as olive oil. which 
is in constant public demand. 

An olficial from the Ministry ol 
industry. Trade, and Supply said 
that the ministry will be making 
daily inspection tours to ensure 
that traders of olive oil arc adher- 
ing to the defence order, and also 
to confiscate any coiltaineis 
which are being "sold without 
prior consent from the ministry 
:nul without a licence to refill 
olive oil. 


Underwater photography 
contest begins in Aqaba 


■\QABA (J.T.) — An intema- 
.ional underwater photography 
':ontest has begun in Aqaba with 


imareur and professional photo- 
foi 


zraphers from Arab and foreign 


rountries taking part. 

A statement, here, said that 


posed films especially marked by 
the organising committee. 

The' competitor is to choose 
three of his or her best slides for 
each of the two programmed see- 


the three-day contest is designed 
to help promote Jordanian tourist 
attractions abroad. The event, 
entitled ‘international Blue 
Aqaba 1987" is being held in 
Aqaba ’until Sept. 30. when it will 
move to the Isle of Pharaon from 
Oct. 1 through 5. according to the 
statement. 

- The contestants are allowed to 
■use all the lenses, filters, and 


lions. Aqaba and the Isle of 
Pharaon. These selected photos 


will later be given to the Nautilus 
Association, who will, in turn. 


use them for cultural programmes 
to benefit a UNICEF 


campaign.. 
The rules of the contest also 
include: divers must have scuba 


divin^skill and. in addition, they 


illuminators that they require, 
and all divers must bring their 


own diving gear, except diving 
tanks and weight belts, which will 


be provided bv the organisers. 


provt 

Each competitor will be given 
colour slides, and will have five 
hours to hand in his or her ex- 


must be aware that the organising 
committee will not be liable for 
any accidents which occur before, 
during, or after the period of the 
contest. 

' International Blue Aqaba 
19X7" is being sponsored by rhe 
Ministry of Tourism and Royal 
Jordanian, and is organised by 
Nautilus Club Association. 
Roma, and Aqua Marina Hotel 
Club in Aqaba. 


Mine scare closes Gulf sealane 


(Continued from page 1) 


Iraqi air blitz in which four tank- 
ers were bit over the weekend 
and which Baghdad has vowed to 
lomtinuc. 

\ Lloyds of London confirmed 
•that four shuttle tankers had been 
/attacked by Iraqi planes off the 
;1 raniun coast over the weekend, 
‘and said one crew memocr was 
.killed, six to eight were missing 
and 17 were injured in one of the 
\ .attacks. 

: Iran said it was bombarding 
industrial and military targets in 
je astern Iraq in retaliation for 
;lraqi air raids on Iranian econo- 
mic facilities. 

I But Baghdad said the shells 
Nvere hitline, residential areas. 

• ''Dozens of hospitals, schools, 
kindergartens, mosques, chur- 
ches and shops have been des- 
lroved and hundreds ol houses 
demolished.” the governor of 
-Basra told Reuters. 

- Anwar Said Al iludithi said 
3 run had extended the hoinhard- 
jnents to include XU per cent ot 
ihe residential areas of the cite. 


Iraq's second biggest with a pre- 
war population of a million. 

Basra has been battered by 
almost daily shelling since Iran 
resumed long-range bombard- 
ments one month ago. "We 
counted lb shells between (I6:IKJ 
a. in. and 10:3t) a.m. ((>200 to 0630 
GMT) on Monday." the gov- 
ernor slid. 

I le gave no recent casualty 
figures, but Baghdad war com- 
muniques have reported over 500 
civilians killed or wounded in the 
city, some 20 kilometres Irom the 
I ran- Iraq warfroiil. since Aug. 
IS. 


Basra was a bustling port city 
he lore the Irau-lraq war erupted 
in 19X0 and a high percentage of 
its population are now estimated 
to have left the area. 

But Governor Iludithi said 
able-hudied men have stayed be- 
hind. "The shelling may have 
forced them to move their chil- 
dren and women to safer areas, 
bin i he men in Basra still carry 
arms to defend it* soil..." he 
declared. 


Clergyman executed in Tehran 


(Continued from page I ) 


Monlazeri. handpicked hy the 
X7- year-old Khomeini to succeed 
him. 

Hashcmr had used his associa- 
tion with Ayatollah Monlazeri to 
huild his own militia among sup- 
porters of the hardline Mon- 
lazen. 

;• But his problems begun when 
he tried to confront the powerful 
parliament speaker. Hashemi 
Kafsanjuili. 

1 le was believed to have leaked 
in Al Shiran the secret U.S. arms 
.sales to Iran with the aim of 
discrediting Rafsanjani by expos- 
ing the contacts he hud had with 
the Americans. 

; But. diplomats say. Rafsan- 
jani. an important contender for 
power after Khomeini, had 
obtained the revolutionary lead- 
er's approval before launching 
Contacts with the Americans and 
Rafsanjani quickly arranged for 


[iusheini to he thrown in jail. 

In Tehran, executions general- 
ly are carried out within a lew- 
days of sentencing. 

Bui in Hashemi's case, imple- 
mentation was put off for six 
weeks and no explanation has 
been given for the delay. 

In Baghdad, a representative 
of the main Iranian opposition 
group, the Mujahedeen-e-Khalq. 
said IliLshcmi's execution was a 
result of an internal struggle with- 
in the Tehran government. 

"In an abortive attempt to con- 
trol the crisis within the regime. 
Khomeini had no other option 
hut to eliminate even his closest 
allies." Alireza Jafarzadeh. a top 
official of the Baghdad-based 
group, told Reuters. 

Jafarzadeh said he expected a 
"process oF internal struggle with- 
in the Tehran regime would 
worsen rapidly in forthcoming 
days." 



President of the Amman Chamber of Industry Isam 
Budeir (right). Director-General of the Social 
Security Corporation Mahdi Farhan (centre), and 
International labour Organisation Representative 


Ghalcb Barakat head a Monday meeting of Arab 
businessmen discussing the fate of Arab economies 
after the oil boom (Petra photo) 


Arab businessmen’s meeting 
[reviews post-oil boom economy 


Jordan Red Crescent head 
calls for full-fledged 
Islamic organisation to 
administer humanitarian aid 


AMMAN (Petra) — President of the Jordan Nation- 
al Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) Ahmad Abu 
Qoura, who is also president of the standing 
committee of the Red Cross and Crescent Societies , 
said that oppressed and tortured people throughout 
the world are awaiting the creation of the Islamic 
Committee of the International Red Crescent. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Social 
Security Corporation Director- 
General Mahdi Farhan on Mon- 
day said that the Arab World is 
currently passing through a deli- 
cate economic' stage and that 
Arab economies are now return- 
ing to their natural state of stabil- 
ity following the oil boom, which 
was the prevailing economic phe- 
nomenon during the last 15 years. 

Addressing the opening session 
of the second Asian Arab 
Businessmen Round Table Meet- 
ing on behalf of the Minister of 


He called on all participants to 
consider covering Arab labourers 
working abroad under the social 
security and insurance plans of 
the countries in which they work, 
and enacting a regulation'where- 
by such workers may be entitled 
to transfer their insurance rights 
from one country to another. 


Barakat said that the quick trans- 
fer of technology, and its social 


Labour and Social Development 
Khaied Haj Hassan. Dr. Farhan 


said that, during the oil boom 
period, countries of the region 
built economic, industrial, agri- 
cultural. and other infrastructure 
that were difficult to imagine 
before that time. 

On the social level. Dr. Farhan 
said that the region has witnessed 
a large flow oflabour. The Arab 
countries which are rich in natu- 
ral resources have the lions share 
of the labour force flow, thus 
enabling them to utilise the most 
experienced and skilled person- 
nel to develop their economies 
and build up their infrastructures. 

The direcfor^eher4t also ex- 
pressed trope - rhaf- - participants 
succeed in understanding the con- 
ditions and needs of the labour 
force in a serious bid to reach 
successful solutions for the prob- 
lems facing Arab workforce. 


President of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce isam 
Budeir outlined the importance 
of the meeting, saying that it is 
addressing special topics of dis- 
cussion. suen as counter-migra- 
tion of labour from oil-rich coun- 
tries and cooperation among the 
various business organisations in 


and economic consequences, re- 

S iirex continuous attention, so 
at national and regional tech- 
nological policies complement 
development policies. He pointed 
out that business organisations 
have an important role in selecting 
the appropriate technology and in 
cooperating with othelf social in- 
stitutions with the aim of creating 
a solid national cadre that can 
employ technology to serve de- 
velopment objectives. 


The representative of the 
Businessmen's Organisation. 
Rafael Lagas. underscored the 


establishing training program- 
mer ii 


mes. Another important topic of 
discussion is the business orga- 
nisations' role in dealing with the 
socio-economic results of the 
transfer of technology. Mr. 
Budeir noted. 


necessity of cooperation between 
employers and labourers, saying 


that it contributes to creating an 
atmosphere conducive to the suc- 
cess of both employers and em- 
ployees. 


He added that Jordan relies 
heavily on remittances from 
citizens working abroad, stressing 
that they finance almost half of 
the country's imports. Mr. Budeir 
also said that any change in the 
labour market for Jordanians will 
••.'negatively affect the Jordanian : 
-‘■economy: tlius.' proper program- 
"jriing is necessary to ensure that . 
the' economy can adapt to 
changes. 

International Labour Orga- 
nisation representative Ghaieb 


During the first session. Mr. 
Budeir was elected chairman of 
the meeting, while Mr. Zuhair 
Qnuwati of Syria and Mr. 
Mohammad Hamed Al Aswad 
from Iraq were appointed vice- 
chairmen. 

Taking part in the,, three-day 
; meeting, which is organised by 
'the Amiilan Chamber of /indus- 
try, in cooperation with th'e'ILO, 
are representatives from: 
Bahrain. Iraq. Kuwait. Lebanon, 
Syria, the People's Democratic 
Republic of Yemen, and Jordan. 


Hamzeh calls attention to need 


for nurses, primary health care 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Zaid Hamzeh said on 
Monday that the Ministry of 
Health directs special attention to 
primary health care (PMC) be- 
cause it represents the beginning 


nurses. The number of foreign 
nurses in Jordan is 560. he added. 

However, he noted that the 
shortage can not be met locally 
bur only through the establish- 
ment of a nursinu instructors in- 


point of all types of medical care. 
Without PHC. Dr. Hamzeh 


noted, it would not be possible to 
reach citizens living in remote 
ureas, and it is for this reason that 
the ministry' has embarked on 
establish! na health centres 
throughout the Kingdom. 

Addressing a meeting to dis- 
cuss a SI 2.0 million project for 
developing nursing and PHC ser- 
vices in Jordan, co-financed by the 
Jordanian government and the 
United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID). 
Dr. Hamzeh said that the project 
aims al upgrading the standards 
of the nursing profession in Jor- 
dan and integrating the PHC 
programmes into the nursing cur- 
ricula. so as to enable nurses to 
serve fully their community 
health centres, which constitutes 
the Iront line for treating simple 
illness cases. 

Dr. 1 lunveh stated that Jordan 
will continue to recruit foreign 
nurses until tire year 2(KX) to meet 
the severe shortage of national 


stitule. whieh forms part of the 
joint Jordanian-USAID project. 

:ssed pride it 


Dr. Hamzeh expressed pride in 
the advanced standard the pro- 
ject has achieved in immunisa- 
tion. saying that the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and 
the UnileiJ Nations Children's 
Fund (IJNICCF) has placed Jor- 
dan in the forelront of the Middle 
Eastern countries which have 
achieved high immunisation 
coverage against the major child- 
killing diseases. 

The minister also spoke highly, 
of the exisling cooperation 'be- 
tween Ministry ot 1 lealtli and the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF). noting that it is a model 
lor cooperation with non-gov- 
ernmental organisations. 

Also addressing the meeting 
participants was Director of 
USAID Lewis Reade. who out- 
lined the scopes of cooperation 
between the government and 
USAID. He said that it dates 
hack to 1952. when a separate 
section for hveiene ami smitalion 


was established. 

Director of the PHC Depart- 
ment Sulaiman Oube in spoke 
about the importance of health 
education as a component of 
PHC, and stressed the need for 
other PHC requirements, includ- 
ing sufficient and nutritious food, 
sate water supplies, and sanita- 
tion. mother and child care, and 
control of contagious and ende- 
mic diseases. 


The opening session was 
attended bv Director of Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation ln'am Al 
Mufti, the Ministry of Health's 
under-secretary , and senior offi- 
cials from the ministry and the 
NHF. 

Also on Monday. Health 
Minister Zaid Hanizeh and a 
senior official front the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
Centre lor Environmental I Icullh 
discussed projects which have 
been carried out by the centre in 
Jordan. 


Addressing the 6th session of- 
the International Red Crescent 
Islamic Committee, which began 
here on Monday. Dr. Abu Qoura 
said that all "victims of war. 
drought and other disasters are 
yearning to see the committee 
become a full-fledsed Islamic 
organisation, which functions 
properly and administers its 
humanitarian services to achieve 
social justice. 

He stressed that the committee 
requires the support of the Isla- 
mic countries, who can turn it 
into an international organisation 
which provide services to the 
entire Muslim World, in line on 
Islamic teachings which call for 


peace and social justice. 

Dr. Abu Qoura referred to 10 
commandments which the caliph 
Abu Bakr gave to his followers 
123(1 years ago. which included 
commands not to kill animals or 
uproot trees. This story shows 
that Islam not only calls for the 
protection of human life, but also 
provides for protecting animals 
and nature. 

The representative of the 
Organisation of Islamic Confer- 
ence (QIC) general secretariat. 
Mahmoud Salem, made a speech 
on behalf of the OIC Secretary- 
General Sherif Al Din Peirzadeh. 
in his address, he thanked His 
Majesty King Hus:ein and the 


Jordanian government and peo- 
ple. in addition to the JNRCS, for 
hosting ihe meeting and express- 
ed hope that the sessions will result 
in constructive recommendations 
a: id solutions. 

Mr. S'* 'em added that the OK 
secret try -genera! believes that a 
strong machinery must be set up 
by all OIC members to establish 
an effective Islamic organisation 
for relief, assistance, and de- 
velopment. 

President of the Islamic Red 
Crescent Committee Ahmad Al 
Sherif expressed appreciation to 
Jordan for hosting the meetings, 
and spoke about The committee's 
attempt to increase social and 
humanitarian aid. He said that 
social and humanitarian problems 
pose a threat to the stability and 
development in the countries in 
which, they occur. Dr. Sherif 
added that "two more countries — 
Sudan and Turkey — have be- 
come members of the Islamic 
committee. 


Abu Taleb briefs British military 


official on Jordan ’s defence policy 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Lieutenant- 
General Fathi Abu Taleb on 


Monday received a delegation 
liege of 


front the British Royal Coll 
Defence Studies, headed by Ma- 
jor General B.G. Gordon Len- 
nox. and briefed them on the 
military situation in the region 
and Jordan's defence policy. 

The meeting was attended by 
the British charge d'affaires and 
the military attache in Amman. 

Ll. -Gen. Abu Taleb and Maj.- 
Gen. Lennox also listened to a 
briefing about establishment and 
development of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces. 

Later on Monday. Speaker of 
the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi received Maj.- 
Gen. Lennox and the accom- 
panying military delegation and 
reviewed Jordan's stand vis-a : vis 
Middle East issues, Mr. Lawzi 
said tfiatjtfte Palestine question is* 
the core of the struggle in the 
Middle East and underscored the 
importance of European involve- 
ment. particularly of Britain, in 
the search for solutions to the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, the Iran- 
Iraq war. and the occupation of 
South Lebanon. 

Mr. Lawzi stressed that Jordan 
has worked, and continues to 
work, awards holding an imer- 



Armed Forces Chief of Staff Lieutenant-General Fathi Abu Taleb and 
Mqjor-General B.G. Gordon Lennox, head of a delegation from the 
British Royal College of Defence Studies, discuss Jordan's defence 
policy during a Monday briefing (Petra photo) 


national peace conference cm the 
Middle East to be attended by the 


dby 

five permanent members'.or the 
United Nations Security Council 
and the parties involved in the 
conflict. 

He outlined Jordan's untiring 
efforts at both the Arab and 
international levels to bring an 
end to the conflict. In this regard, 
he pointed out to Israel's intransi : 
gcnce and its rejection of the 
U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 33, S. saving rbat 


such intransigence is the cause of 
tension in the region. 

In addition. Mr. Lawzi spoke 
about the Parliament issues in 
Jordan, and said that Jordan has 
benefitted from the original Brit- 
ish parliamentary model. Howev- 
er. he added, parliamentary 
affairs in Jordon has been dis- 
rupted in the aftermath of the 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank in 1967. thus preventing the 
holding of elections on the occu- 
pied territory. 


Hmoud tours Zarqa area farms, 


urges stricter compliance to laws 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Df. Nahat Akma Nouclo. the 
centre’s regional coordinator, 
said the WHO centre is currently 
setting up a regional network for 
exchanging statistics and data be- 
tween the centre and national and 
reuional data banks. 


Expatriate 

workforce 


increases 


AMMAN (Petra) — The number 
of Jordanian expatriates working 
abroad has increased from 
2IKUKK) in 1975 to 32S.CMK1 in 
1986. 


Of the total. 276.IKXJ work in 
Arab countries, niuinlv in the 
Gulf Cooperation Council states, 
while 52.1)11(1 work in foreign 
countries. 


Saudi Arabia tops the list us 
employer of Jordanian expatri- 
ates. with nearly 160,000 em- 
ployed. followed by Kuwait with 


80.000. and the rest are distri- 
buted among Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates. Bahrain. Oman, 
Libya and Iraq. 


American press group 
briefed on Middle East 


AMMAN (J. D — An American 
press delegation currently visiting 
Jordan met here Mnndav with 


Michael Hamarneh. under- 
secretary of the Ministry of In- 
formation. who briefed them on 
the situation in the Middle East. 


inherent in the continued Iranian 
aggression against Iraq and other 
Arab countries, as well as the 
threat posed to international 
navigation in the Gulf. 


Mr. Hamarneh spoke also on 
Jordan's efforts, spearheaded by 
His Majesty King Hussein, to- 
wards convening tin international 
Middle East peace conference in 
which all concerned parties are 
involved. He told the nine- 
member delegation that the prop- 
osed conference remains the only 
means for achieving a just and 

f ieaccful settlement U> the Arah- 
sraeli conflict. 


The delegation, whose mem- 
bers arrived in Amman Sunday 
for a six-day visit at the invitation 
of Royal Jordanian, the national 
air earner, were briefed by Mr. 
Hamarneh on the country's tour- 
ist potentials and his ministry's 
programmes for stimulating tour- 
ism. attracting visitors to 
archaeological sites in the King- 
dom. 


Mr. Hamarneh explained Jor- 
dan's firm stand with regard tu 
the Gulf war and the dangers 


The delegation members are 
being taken on a tour of the Dead 
Sea. Petra. Aqaba. Jerash. the 
Jordan yallev. and other places 
of historical or archaeological in- 
terest in the country. 


ZARQA — Dairy farms on Mon- 
day were urged by Minister of 
Agriculture Marwan Hmoud to 
abide hy government regulations 
concerning their products in 
order to ensure the supply of 
clean and fresh milk to dairy 
companies operating in Jordan. 

Basie requirements to ensure 
the delivery of fresh milk to local 
companies — including hygienic 
milk containers and refrigerated 
transportation vehicles — should 
be met by farms working in this 
field. Mr. Hmoud said. 

The minister described the pre- 
sent situation at a number of 
these dairy farms as '"illegal and 
in violation ot the government's 
laws." 

These calls oil dairy farms to 
adhere with the ministry's legisla- 
tion regarding the milking pro- 
cess followed an inspect ion tour 
by Mr. Hmoud of a number of 
these farms in the Zarqa area. 

According to agriculture ex- 
perts. the slight contamination in 
Jordan's fresh milk is chiefly 
caused hy the lack of proper 
milking methods and the nona- 
vailability of electricity at many 
of these farms, in addition to the 
unacceptable conditions of milk 


Major book 
fair at 
University 

of Jordan 


-AMMAN (XT.) — A group of 
publishers and booksellers are 


holding a bookfair starting on 
Saturday, at the Exhibition Hal! 
of the University of Jordan Lib- 
rary. 

Among the publishers partici- 
pating are Penguin and Long- 
mans of the U.K. 


transportation. 

The issue of contaminated milk 
surfaced recently after Amman 
Mayor Abdul Ru'ouf Al Rawub- 
dch announced that the munici- 
pality's Laboratory Department 
completed tests which showed 
[fait local fresh milk reaching ice 
cream factories here was unus- 
able. The government is currently 
studying the problem, and recom- 
mendations to tackle the issue 
will be announced soon. 

Mr. Hmoud also said that Jor- 
dan’s I liglicr Council for Agricul- 
ture has taken a decision to limit 
the quantities of imported pow- 
der milk gradually over three 
years. This step, he said, aims at 
replacing the imported commodi- 
ty with local fresh milk, whieh is 
available in abundant quantities. 

I lo wever. children’s powder milk 
would not be utlccicd hy this 
decision, which is limited "to de- 
ereasing the quantities of powder 
milk imported by local dairy com- 
panies to manufacture their dairy 
products. 

Mr. Hmoud said at present 
Jordan is importing 7fl per cent of 
its milk needs. 

Ihe government, he said, is 
interested in developing animal 
wealth in the area fall inc'het ween 
the governorutes of Zarqa and 
Mafraq. "We shall support all 
cattle and poultry farms which 
follow the guidelines and goals of 
the present five-year develop- 
ment plan for this vital sector." 
he said. 

Du rint: a meeting attended bv 


Zarqu Governor tid Al Qat- 
runeh. Under-Sccretarv at the 


Ministry of Agriculture Salem A! 
Lawzi. and a number of senior 
officials, Mr. Hmoud urged more 
cooperation among the various 
parties concerned to control 
violations committed by poultry 
farms. The Jordan News Agenev. 
Petra, reporting the minister's 


Petra. reporting me minister s 
meeting, did not specify the viola- 
tions committed by these farms.. 


Touching on the development 
the Az 


plan for the Azraq area. Mr. 
Hmoud said the government's 


main concern was u> develop the 
area by extending electricity and 
upgrading the capabilities of the 
liamniau agricultural project to 
provide for' more pastures and 
bidders to increase the animal 
wealth. A ministerial committee 
was formed six months ago to 
study the needs of the Azraq area 
in order to take necessary steps to 
alleviate all problems faced by 
the inhabitants there. 

In addition, the minister 
pledged to study a proposal sub- 
mitted hy the Zarqa Municipality 
for obtaining a 420 dunum 
piece of land lo set up a national 
park. 

Later. Mr. Hmoud and the 
accompanying delegation toured 
the Khirbet Al Sumra wastewater 
treatment plant, where he was 
brieled on its functions. A loin! of 
1 .5 milion trees have been 
planted hy the ministry around 
the plant in order to prevent soil 
erosion. 

Mr. Hmoud also visited the site, 
in the Dulai! area, where a JD 3.2 
million chicken slaughterhouse 
will be set up. Work on the 
five-dunum slaughterhouse has 
already started. It will accommo- 
date all chickens bred in the 
Zarqa- area. Jordan's largest 
chicken-breeding complex. 

Mr. Hinoud's tour on Monday 
also took him lo the Mafraq 
Gove morale, where he visited a 
number of agricultural projects, 
including a factory for processing 
of orange juice and natural juice 
concentrates, another scheme for 
developing animal wealth, and a 
JD JMMRKI veterinary quaran- 
tine. 

In a meeting with the area’s 
governor and 'a number of its 
officials, the minister said the 
government wax keen on de- 
veloping animal wealth in Maf- 
rau. due to the agricultural poten- 
tial the govemonitc possesses. 
"Vast spaces of agricultural land 
is available and artesian wells 
could he dug with the support of 
ihe government.’' Mr. Hmoud 
told the meeting. 
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Not in focus, but there 


THE Third World debt crisis, which has endangered the world 
econuim since its outset in 19X2. seems to have been given a 
back seat to the problems of trade imbalances, fiscal deficits, 
exchange rate instability and upward inflationary pressures 
that plague the leading industrialised nations. 

As the iie\ eloped countries are busy trying to put their own 
houses in order, the debt-ridden Third World has been left 
more or less on its own to fend for itself. l)ri\en to experiment. 
Third World nations have already tried the shock therapy of 
traditional formulas and have Failed to cure (heir economic ills. 
They have frozen and later unfrozen prices and salaries, 
rationed essential goods, devalued their currencies and intro- 
duced new ones, limited or suspended foreign debt payments 
and controlled imports to protect domestic industries. 

They went to the International Monetary Fund and World 
Bank for help and advice. Argentina began the austral plan. 
Brazil launched the cruzado plan. Peru and others tightened 
their belts in tough austerity programmes. But the results have 
been more or less the same — growth stagnated, output 
dwindled, liv ing standards fell, inflation spiralled and poverty 
and social discontent grew, posing a threat to the fledgling 
democracies in some of these countries. The promises of 
increased cash (Tow under the so-called Baker Plan have almost 
evaporated in thin air with commercial hanks generally 
lending, barring a few exceptions, only as much as to keep the 
interest payment flowing in. 

W ith the total Third World debt now standing at trillion, 
constituting 169 per cent of its exports and services, the 
debtors, especially in Latin America, are now searching for 
new schemes to overcome the seemingly insurmountable crisis 
in order to keep their economies from going under. Peru has 
limited the debt payments to 10 per cent of its export income 
which has triggered calls for similar freeze on interest 
payments and has irked the international banking community. 
Brazil is now seeking, without any success so lar, to convert its 
debt into bonds at a discount. But will these schemes help ease 
the debt crisis where others have failed is an open question. 

In the present circumstances, it appears improbable that the 
Third World economies will make any headway until the world 
economy breaks out of its present morass to resume a vigorous 
expansion. For that the industrialised states have to make 
sacrifices as well and must demonstrate their political will to 
swallow some of the bitter medicine they have been eagerly 
prescribing to the developing and underdeveloped countries. 

The IMF. in its latest report, has also called upon the 
industrialised countries to take tough actions to correct their 
trade and fiscal imbalances in order to put the world economy 
hack oil the rails. Some such measures will top the agenda of 
the just started IMF-World Bank meetings and it can only be 
hoped that an agreement Is reached there to translate these 
ideas into concrete action — Arab News. Jeddah. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


A/ Rit Hoping against all odds 


OVER lhc difficult years through which our Arab Nation passed we 

' confiikrr 


in Jordan have never lost l<»r a second hope and confluence in a 
hriuht future. We have never abandoned the idea that the Arabs can 
and will confront and deal with tile difficulties and rise again and 
achieve victories and triumphs. Today our capital Amman is making 
ready fur the a iming summit in November. As preparations are 
cuing ahead for the big day. our confidence is enhanced because we 
Relieve that the coming meeting offers a chance for solidarity and for 
the Arab heads uf stales to consult with one another and study means 


of dealing with lhc difficulties and problems facing their countries. 
By agreeing to meet here in several weeks' time, the Arab leaders 


have thus expressed their true desire to reach agreement on solutions 
for their problems and realised the .seriousness of the Gulf conflict 
and its dangers to the Arab countries. These leaders also have 
realised the danger posed by continued Israeli occupation of Arab 
land and the need for confronting an enemy intent on maintaining 
occupation of Palestine and seeking to expand at the expense of Arab 
countries. Amman opens its arms “and its heart f«*r the Arab leaders 
and hopes that tlieii meeting here will usher in a beginning of the 
constructive steps that should be taken in defence of A~rah rights and 
interests. 


Al Dustour: Iran wants prolonged war 


AS the United Vilnius Security Council embarked on a move to end 
the differences .mi. mg its members over dealing with the Gulf 
conflict. Iran has taken steps to escalate tension in the Gulf region. 
Iran is clearly trviim to exploit differences among the Security 
Council members to delay any implementation of Resolution 59K and 
so avoid the council's sanctions for not abiding hy the will of the 
international community. The Iranian parliament speaker has once 
again declared that his country adheres to its own conditions for 
accepting the ceasefire called for by the Security Council. At the 
same time Iranian long range artillery continued shcllinti the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra in a hid to cause more tension and Invite 
reprisal attacks by the Iraqi armed forces. The speaker of the Iranian 
parliament has thus pm an end to all rumours that Iran has tuned 
down its conditions alter Resolution 5yS had been passed. The 
shelling and I he xfaleineiil from lhc speaker of Iran's parliament are 
clear indications that Tehran is going ahead with plans to prolong the 
war as much as possible and constitute a clear challenge to the 
international com muni tv's cull for an end to the war. We believe that 
any delay in an agreement among Security Council memhers to end 
the conflict will remain the major cause for Iran's present attitude. 


SawtAI Shaab: Rallying Arab ranks 


KING HUSSEIN is now involved in strenuous efforts lor unifying 
Arab ranks in preparation for the coming summit meeting in Amman 
and for arriving at successful results, lie tours various Arab capitals 
meeting with heads of state trying to rally the Arabs for the common 
cause and of defending the Arab order and fending off dangers posed 
against the Arab Nation. Jordan has been totally committed to 
pan- Arab causes and for this reason it was careful to restore 
diplomatic relations with Egypt and Libya thus setting a good 
example for Arab stales in their inter- A rah relations. King Hussein's 
call for unity of Arab ranks' represents an endeavour designed to 
safeguard Arab interests and Arab rights. Jordan under Kina 
Hussein feels that efforts should he made towards helping Iraq repel 
aggression and preventing Iran from imposing its hegemunv on the 
Arab countries. 


The View from Second Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


I hear confederation, but ponder trifederation 


1 AM intrigued hy the political dynamic that lies behind recent 
reports of attempts to launch a dialogue between the PLO and the 
Israeli government — a dynamic which I believe betrays a feeling in 
both Israel and the Arab* World that the Arab-Israeli conflict, and 
specifically the quest for national rights and mutual acceptance by 
both Israel and the Palestinians, cannot he achieved by military 
force, but rather has to be sought through a process of dialogue, 
negotiations and compromise. 

The Arab- Israeli conflict has been pushed backstage during the 
past two years, following the breakdown of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian attempt to launch an international peace conference on 
the basis of the now defunct February 1985 lordan-PLO accord. 
That accord never achieved its aims because of several factors, 
notably lukewarm Arab support, and virtually no response from 
Israel and the United States. 

’1 hough the February NK5 accord did not achieve a break- 
through! the more important fact is that the political position which 
Jordan and the PLO took in the accord remains valid. It-, key 
elements are an Arab willingness to negotiate a permanent peace 
settlement with Israel through an international conference, based 
on the twin rights of Israeli sratchond and Palestinian self- 
determination. and the acceptance by the PLO and Jordan of the 
principle of a confederal relationship between Jordan and a 
Palestinian state. 

The single greatest obstacle to j diplomatic breakthrough, it 
seems to me. is fhe inability of (he mainstream of Israeli politicians 
to recognise the willingness of the Arabs to sit down with Israel at 
an international conference and negotiate a permanent peace 
accord. We have reached this point" after a series of agonizing 
compromises since the lute l^Nls. But our eompromiV* and 
concessions are largely unappreciated in Israel: except for some 
faint-hearted moves hv some leftist Israelis and by the Peres-led 
Labour Party, lhc bulk of Israeli society and leadership does not 
believe that we arc serious about negotiating a permanent peace. 
And even when the Palestinian national movement, represented by 
the PLO. makes new concessions, the Israelis and Americans 
refuse to recognise them. 

The latest case in point was the Algiers session of the Palestine 
National Council earlier this year, where Yasser Arafat and the 
Palestinian mainstream succeeded in reuniting the PLO. and in so 
doing included such "hardline" groups as the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and the” Democratic Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine among (he overwhelming Palestinian consensus for 
a negotiated solution "via an international peace conference. 

While most international observers, including journalists, diplo- 
mats and academics, saw the PNC as moving the PLO to a more 
hardline position, it would seem to me that having the PFLP and 
the DFLP for the first time publicly support the call for a 
negotiated resolution of the Aiuh-lsraeli conflict is a move towards 
moderation and compromise. But. it appears that this is not 


enough, and the American-Israeli combine demands more clarity in 
our willingness to “recognise Israel's right to exist” and to negotiate 
on the basis of U.N- Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338. 

If we view this fact along with the reasons for the failure of the 
February 1985 accord and the stated position of the PLO, Jordan 
and the rest of the Arab World on negotiating peace with Israel, we 


;m i?thT ! “ d - “ r >' "5^5?- 


an anu cuimnciwMi , . . 

ji me material wellbeing of hnirl. Jordan an ” l /rf s £* 
iri federated statelet in the West Bank and Gaza would be best 


U ni - 

assured through cooperative arrangements sn such awtier. 
am? transit trade, labour, heart* /sd&stf y. Jouram 


might come up with a more bold approach to challenging the 
Americans ana Israelis to negotiate at an international conference. 


The fact is that under the right conditions (recognition of the 
Palestinian right to self-determination) and in the desired forum (an 
international conference), the Arabs are willing to negotiate peace 
with Israel, recognise it formally, and coexist with it in peace. 

Why. then, should we remain snagged on the unfair and 
imbalanced procedural demands of the U.S.-Israeli axis, for PLO 
recognition of 242 038 and Israel's right to exist? Our position is 
substantively correct, to be sure: but it only perpetuates diplomatic 
immobility mid stalemate. 


r •»*»!* We should consider a bold new initiative designed to get aroun 

the sterile game of footsies with the United States, and provide 

UiUsCU c i_ u ,i I. -i: 


around 

t _ a 

more clear^peace challenge that might activate the Israeli peace 
lobby which we have always suspectea exists. Specifically. 1 think it 
would be intriguing if Jordan and the PLO reassessed their 
positions and took the confederal model to its logical conclusion: A 
tripartite confederation, or a trifederation. among Israel. Palestine 
ana Jordan. 

The thought is tantalising to the point of absurdity in the present 
circumstances. But isn't this the most logical arrangement that 
would emerge if (he Israelis Americans ever accepted our present 
position and* entered into talks leading ro a Jordanian-Piilestinian 
confederation? I think it is. for the following reasons: 


I) It is imperative that we formulate an approach ti 
wild, in one fell swoop, convince the Israelis that we 


to peace that 

would, in one fell swoop, convince the Israelis that we are serious 
about a permanent peace, one which would simultaneously assure 
Israel's "right to exist'* while implementing the Palestinians* right 
to national" self-determination. What better formula for co-euual 
Isracli-Palestinian rights than confederal links as equals? The key 
would he to maintain our position demanding Palestinian self- 
determination leading to Palestinian sovereignty and ultimately to 
confederation between Jordan and Palestine, while making more 
clear our willingness to live in peace with an Israel that returns our 
lands, repatriates or compensates our dispossessed people and 
ceases to pose a threat to neighbouring Arab states. A trifedera! 
mixicl would seem to fit the hill very neatly, however hard it might 
be to swallow today. 

2) A trifederation would simultaneously assert the special 
relationship between Jordanians and Palestinians, while providing a 
legal mechanism by which Palestinians in Israel or non-Jordanian 
passport holding Palestinians in Jordan vvould have (he right to a 
Palestinian passport that also allowed (hem legal privileges, such as 


transport auu umpu ■■ — ... , ■— 

agricultural exports, education, health care, ttxnnofogy w re- 
search. and manpower training. 1 have no doubt tlat a tnfraer^ 
Jordan/Palesiine/IsraeJ wold soon emerge as lhc new Japan untie 
area between Western Europe and the Pacific Basin. The twice 
slates would have a combination of human talent. geographic 
advantage- natural resources and an appreciation * 0 *' and 
stability that would be hard to match — and bard l»* stop in 
developmental terms. 

4) Military security and the psycho!. h^-al and physic^ intricwes 
of peaceful coexistence would be guaranteed bv tripartite sccanfy 
arrangements, including joint patrols hy perximrvel hot the intee 
trifedera! partners, joint observation posts m the highlands, shared 
access to satellite and other aerial reconnaissance facilities that 
would be agreed upon, and mutually agreed zones ul limned 
armament or even reciprocal demilitarisation m some Jfcav 

5) And the final triumph ot a tnfedera! arrangement would be 
Jerusalem, as the shared trifedera] capital of the three component 
states and the seat of a tfifederal assembly with representatives 
from the Three component state deciding issues of common 
concern, such as regional water sharing programmes, a monclarv 
union, and tnfederal security. Each state would also maintain its 
own domestic political structure, capital city and le.tdeisnip. 
thereby maintaining the sovereign rights and distinct pixtitc.it 
identity of each people while simultaneously avail ins both symix»hc 
and practical shared arrangements which would cement the 
regional peace. 

Jt i.s ludicrous, of course, to think of such arrangements today, 
when the buttle ranges and Arab-lsraeli relations are characterised 
by suspicion, mistrust and perpetual killing Bui if we talk of a 
negotiated settlement at an international conference . ana of signing 
a permanent peace accord with Israel, and granting the Palestinians 
the right ot national self-determination, and entering into a 
confederal arrangement between Jordan and Palestine, are we not 
talking, in the final analysis, about three small statelets in the land 
of mandated Palestine "and Transjordan? 

I think we are. and l also think that if this iswh.it we are willing to 
accept in the end. we would do well to recognise and admit this 
today , to capitalise on it in diplomatic terms, and to make a gigantic 


leap above the petty stubbornnesses and domestic disequilibrium of 
' Holv Land Semites and Americans, and reach for a vision 


assorted null’ UilllU JUUim uiki r-imw 
of peace which satisfies all our demands — and which, tor good 
measure, gives fresh meaning to the shared Abrahaniic code uf 
ethics which has seen our lands give rise to the three rntmotheiMtc 
religions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 
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Diplomats warn against undue optimism over Chad-Libya dispute 


By Claude Regin 


Reuter 


ABIDJAN — African diplomats 
warned on this week against un- 
due optimism that Chad and 
Libya had buried the hatchet, 
saying that a two-week-old truce 
in the disputed Aouzou border 
strip was shaky. 

Statements that followed in- 
conclusive peace talks sponsored 
by the Organisation ot African 
Unity (OAU) in Lusaka last 
Wednesday suggested that Chad 
and Libya had all but buried the 
hatchet. 


But some diplomats pointed 
out that neither country had 
dropped its claim to the desert 
strip and said the two sides may 
merely use the truce to lick their 
wounds and prepare for another 
round of fighting. 

A statement issued at the end 
ot the talks in the Zambian capit- 
al urged Libya and Chad to re- 
frain from any action that might 
threaten the ceasefire. 

Such actions included viola- 
tions of air space, incursions by 
ground forces, troop concentra- 
tions. the recruitment of foreign 
forces and the import of foreign 


arms. Neither country has said if 
it will heed the call." 

Chad has complained of daily 
violations of its airspace by Li- 
byan planes since the ceasefire 
began on September 1 1 and said 
they had continued since the talks 
last week. 

Libya has been recruiting 
Lebanese Fighters to offset heavy 
Josses it suffered in four weeks of 
tiduing which left it in control of 
the I Kl.tKNl square kilometre- 
territory. 



Washington, a main military 
backer of the Chadian govern- 
ment along with France, is con- 
sidering a request from Chad for 
anti-aircraft Stinger missiles. 

The United States is mean- 
while sending 2.000 gas masks to 


President Hissene Habre, saving 
that it takes seriously Chadian- 
charges that Libyan forces have 
used chemical weapons. 

Gabonese President Omar 
Bongo, chairman of an OAU 
committee studying the dispute, 
described the talks m Lusaka as a 
step in the right direction and 
Senegalese President Abdou 
Diouf. a former OAU chairman, 
said it .was a good conference 

Going further. OAU Secret- 
ary-General Ide Oumarou said: 
"VVe know we will achieve a 
peaceful solution." 


sence as a major success is an 
implicit admission that the 
gathering achieved nothing of 
substance." 

Libya, which annexed the strip 
in 1973. had hitherto boycotted 
all meetings of the six-member 
comm it te on Aouzou set up 
under Bongo's chairmanship 111 
years ago. ~ 


It was represented at rhe Lusa- 
ka gathering by Foreign Minister 
Jaddallah Azzouz Al Talhi, 


All three ‘based their assess- 
ment on the fact that Libya was 
present at the Lusaka talks. But 
an Ivory Coast official com- 
mented: "To hail Libya's pre- 


dashing hopes of a face-to-face 
meeting between Habre. who did 
-attend, and Libyan leader Muam- 
mar -Qadhafi. who did not. 


Analysis said statements by 
both sides that they regarded 
Aouzou as legitimately theirs 
were dear evidence that the two 


countries remained far apart on 
the issue. 

They were asked by the OAU > 
to submit legal documents sup-*' 
porting their" claims bv Oct. 39. 

The"next stage in OAU peace- 
making will he" for cartographeis 
and legal experts from a number 
of African countries to meet be- 
tween November 30 and Decem- 
ber 30 to discuss the historical 
and legal aspects or the rival 
claims. 

West African diplomats noted 
that neither side had pledged to 
.-abide by an expert •decision on 
’the ownership of Aouzou. 

• They also said any minor bor- 
der incident could trigger a new 
flare-up in the absence of a 
peacekeeping force to separate 
Chadian and Libyan troops. 


Tunisian fundamentalist ready to lay down life lor lslan\ 


TUNIS (R) — His beard shaved 
to leave only a drooping mous- 
tache, Islamic party leader 
Rachid Ghannoucbi sang with 
other defendants during his trial 
that he was ready to lay down his 
life for his religion. 

"We are not afraid of the sup- 
reme sacrifice and we are ready 
to die for our faith," he sang with 
the other accused in the opening 
stages nearly a month ago of a 
mass trial of Islamic fundamental- 
ists in Tunisia. 

The pledge, expressed softly in 
brief, spontaneous chanting by 
the assembled defendants, was 
made after the presiding judge 
read out charges against them 
carrying death "sentences. 

When the trial ended on Sun- 
day. Ghannouchi himself was 
sentenced to life imprisonment 
for plotting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment with help from Iran, 


although 
passed on two of his fellow pris- 
oners and five fugitives who were 
tried in their absence. 

The chanting of Islamic songs, 
underlining the religious bond 
among the defendants, had been 
repeated in the trial, but after the 
first day it was quickly inter- 
rupted by police in the cour- 
troom. 

Although Ghannou a devout 
Muslim, the court did grant one 
request to follow the tenets of his 
faith. 

It interrupted its session during 
Gbannoucbi’s more than four- 
hour defence to allow him to say 
his prayers. 

Ghannouchi, who wore a red 
fez and cream jallaba throughout 
the trial, was among 53 defen- 
dants in the state security court 
accused of plotting to overthrow 
the government. Thirty-seven 


philosophy 
ichi. 47, heg 


profes- 


others were tried in their abs- 
ence. 

A former 
sor, Ghannouchi. 
nising his Islamic following in the 
1970s, but it was not until 1981 
that the Islamic Tendency Move- 
ment (MTI) was formally 
founded. 


eganorga- 


He went to Egypt to study in 
1964. then to university in 
Damascus, where he graduated 
from the faculty of philosophy 
and letters in 1968. 

He continued bis studies at the 
Sorbonne in Paris before return- 
ins to Tunisia in 1969. 


A slight man with waxy, grey- 
ing hair. Ghannouchi was sent- 
enced in 1981, shortly after the 
MTI was established, to 10 years 
hard labour on charges including 
membership of an illegal orga- 
nisation. 


In the early 197l)s. he helped 
lea Al 


More than 90 fundamentalists 
were sentenced in that trial, but 
Ghannouchi and other MTI lead- 
ers were pardoned three years 
later. 

Ghannouchi was bom in El 
Hamma. southern Tunisia, 
1941. 


found an Islamic review catlc 
Maarifa (Knowledge), and be- 
came editor-in-chief in 1977. 

He was arrested in March this 
year for defying a ban on - 
preaching in the country V mos- 
ques, where he had a reputation 
for fiery oratory. He appeared . 
most frequently at Ben Arous * 
mosque, near Tunis. , 

Ghannouchi has six chidren. 1| 
His wife, shrouded in the married 
Muslim woman's white safsari 


in 


wrap, regularly appeared m court 
listen to the nearii 


to 


leanngs. 


Rebel since age 13, Nicaraguan leader battles U.S. 


By Reid (i. Miller 

the .•IwiT.'lkx/ /Yi'ss 


MANAGUA. Nicaragua — His 
face contorts, his voice rises and 
his grip on the microphone tight- 
ens a> Daniel Ortega nears the 
end ol another familiar attack on 
the United States, his words 
tumbling forth in almost choked 
passion. 

“It is the government of the 
United States, it is President 
Reagan, who will have the last 
word on when peace will arrive in 
Central America.” the Nicara- 
guan president shouts to a sym- 
pathetic audience of government 
functionaries. 

Ortega. 41. has preached an 
anti-U.S. message since first tak- 
ing to the streets as a 13-year-old 
activist against a U.S.-backed 
Nicaraguan dictatorship. He can 
be expected to sound the theme 
again when he addresses the 
U.N. General Assembly in New 
York on .Oct. X. 

“He's not polished and 
smooth, but he's an effective pub- 
lic speaker." said a Western di- 
plomat who has watched Ortega 
For several years. “He doesn't 
exactly exude charm, but he does 
come across as a strong, deter- 
mined leader, comm i tied and 
passionate in his beliefs.” 


"He has given us fits ai times." 
acknowledged a U.S. govern- 
ment official who, like the diplo- 
mat. would speak only on condi- 
tion he not be identffied. 

Ortega recently announced the 
reopening of an opposition news- 
paper and radio station in Nicar- 
agua — steps toward meeting 
conditions of a Central American 
peace plan — and said his leftist 
government would establish its 
own partial ceasefire in the war 
with U.S. -supported contra re- 
bels. 

But contra leaders and U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan dismis- 
sed the unilateral truce plan, and 
Costa Rican President Oscar 
Arias, the peace programme's 
major architect, agreed with 
them ihar both sides would have 
to approve any ceasefire arrange- 
ment. 

Ortega, in almost every public 
appearance, hits untiringly on his 
key argument: TTie U.S.’govem- 
ment, through its financial sup- 
port of the contras, is soleJv 
responsible for the civil war in hfs 
small Central American nation, if 
not for the ills of the entire 
region. 

The dictatorial, right-wing 
Somuza family, with the backing 
of both Democratic and Republi- 
can administrations in Washing- 


ton. had ruled Nicaragua for 23 
years when the teen-age Ortega 
became part of a fledgling revolu- 
tion. 

He was bom into a middle- 
class family in La Libertud. a 
small town 1 10 miles west of 
Managua, the capital. His parents 
are said to have spent time in 
prison because of their opposition 
to the Somoza government. 

Following that path of opposi- 
tion led to glory and recognition 
for Daniel and his brother Hum- 
berto. now Nicaragua's military 
chief. For a third brother. Cami- 
lo. it led to death in revolutionary 
combat. 

By the time he was 15. Daniel 
Ortega already had been arrested 
once, for breaking automobile 
windows in an anti-Somoza de- 
monstration. Other arrests fol- 
lowed. and in 1966 Ortega went 
to Cuba for a leftist student con- 
vention. He returned to assume 
command of a group of urban 
guerrillas. 

The following year he led his 
followers in a bank holdup to 
raise funds for the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front. A 
hank guard was killed and Ortega 
was later captured. He spent the 
next seven years in jail, where he 
was tortured. 

. In 1974. he finally won release 



Daniel Ortega 


when other Sandinislas raided an 
elegant Christmas party in Man- 
agua and exchanged their hos- 


tages for Ortega and two dozen 
•tner 


other imprisoned comrades. 
Nicaraguan President Anastasio 


Somoza provided a plane to fly 
the freed guerrillas to Cuba. 


In 1977. he helped lead the 
October offensive on the north- 
ern front, simultaneous attacks 
on the towns of Masaya. San 
Carlos and Nueva Segovia. Up 
until the final victory over Somo- 
za 's forces in July 1979. Ortega 
also travelled extensively, seek- 
ing aid in other countries for the 
insurgency. . 

Critics, including the Reagan 
administration, complain that the 
Sandinistas excluded their anti- 
Somoza allies from power after 
the revolution's triumph. Instead 
of creating a promised democra- 
cy. those critics say. the Sandinis- 
tas consolidated their position 
through authoritarian methods 
under a Morxist-Leninist banner. 

Nicaraguan business leader En- 
rique BoJanos recently described 
Ortega as the "engineer of a 
locomotive driven by nine Marx 
brothers" — the Sandinista 
directorate. He accused Ortega 


Ortega returned from Cuba 
secretly in 1975 and found the 
Sandinista Front split by dissen- 
sion. He then helped assemble an 
opposition movement that me- 
lded legitimate political parties, 
labour unions and business orga- 
nisations into a united front 
against Somoza - 


of betraying the Nicaraguan peo- 
ple’s mist by “veering 4, toward 


the East. 

The Nicaraguan president 
staunchly defends his ideology. 

“It is not a sin to be a Marxist,” 
he once told an interviewer. 
'■You must understand the reality 
of these countries. You could not 
be a - revolutionary without 
agreeing with Marxist thinking.” 


Friends describe Ortega as a 
man of simple, uncom'phcated 
tastes and pleasures, a tough, 
street-wise revolutionary who still 
does not feel fully at ease in a 
more urbane, sophisticated set- 
ting. 

“He's come a long way, 
though.” said a West European 
diplomat. “Time was. he always 
seemed tense, even surely in so- 
cial gatherings. ... I credit ’his wife 
for the change.” 

The diplomat was being di- 
plomatic: Ortega does not have a 
“wife." Nicaragua's first lady. 
Rosario Murillo, 36. is known as 
/a companem — the companion. 
She and the president have lived 
together for 1 1 years ami have six 
children, but no marriage licence. 

Rosario, as she prefers to be 
called, is the product of an upper- 
middle : class Managua family, 
and British mid Swiss schools- 
Fluent in French and Eng&h. sfae 
is a published poet iriSpamsh and 
secretary general.of the Sandiflis- 
ta Association ■ of Cultural 
Workers. 

They met while Ortega was 
serving time for the. bank holdup. 
Poems be wrote in ^ prison were 
sent to the newspaper La Prensa, 
where she worked .as a secretary. 
She sent him some of her own 

poetry and a romance blossomed. 
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By Walter Schwarz 

GOD is dead, said Nietzsche. 
And now Don Cupitt, enfant 
terrible of British theology, says 
metaphysics is dead too. and so is 
philosophy. Only. language re- 
mains — the shifting signs and 
symbols of human culture that 
imprison our thought, and make 
nonsense of the very idea ’of 
anything existing “out there." 

The Rev. Don Cupitt, Dean of 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, 
has been notorious since his Sea 
of Faith television series, and the 
book of the film, in 1984, for 
arguing that God has no objective 
“out there" existence, yet re- 
mains valid as “a personified reli- 
gious ideal who has supreme au- 
thority in our lives ana shows us 
the way to true selfhood." 

Now, in The Long Legged Fly 
he explains this religion m terms 
of modern linguistic philosophy 
— a dry and sterile material for 
■most of us — out of which Cupitt 
distills a warm and convivial creed 
that is optimistic and even left- 
wing. 

Cupitt is a household word for 
extreme theological liberalism, a 
name too shocking even to men- 
tion in the general synod. Intro- 
ducing the Doctrine Commission’s 
latest, quite daring statement of 
faith last July, the Bishop of 
Salisbury assured the synod that in 
the report's index under the letter 
C “a certain well-loved luminary 
of the Cambridge theological 
faculty does not figure." 

Cupitt borrows his long-legged 
fiy from a poem by Yeats about a 
pond skate, an insect that can 
interpret tiny ripples on the wa- 
ter. “It makes a world out of such 
minimum materials, and so must 
we," writes Cupitt. “Like the 
pond skater’s world, our theology 
will have to be perfectly hori- 
zontal.'’ 

The new book is hard, absorb- 
ing reading; beginners should 
start with the Sea Of Faith, a 
classic guide to the long road 
from Plato’s vision of an ideal 
higher world — the origin of die 
God “out there” — to the 
apparently inevitable and irrev- 
ersible cultural relativity of 
today.- ; a. i *• 

. Religion: qan never, rise above,;,, 
the- perpetual flux of scientific 
and philosophical speculation, 
Cupitt insists in his hew book; 
such speculation is pointless any- 
way. So we can have no more 
fixed dogma. “It is up to us to 
re-imagine Christianity, to re-in- 
vent faith for our time." 

. ‘ AH tins because “our thinking, 
our selfhood, our very humanity, 
are constituted within language, 
in such a way that we have 
nothing to think ourselves right 
out of language with." So all 


ir. 
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ir 
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those old philosophical argu- 
ments over “reality* as opposed 
to what we see, feel ana think 
have become pointless: “they 
have simply dissolved, vanished, 
melted away.'* 

This frees us, at last, to emanci- 
pate ourselves from the great 
dualisms of the past — passions 
versus reason, body against soul, 
expression against cognition. 
Christianity remains relevant pre- 
cisely because, properly inter- 


red, it brings God back from 
aven into this world. For 
Cupitt God can exist nowhere but 
in our minds. “He is no sort of a 
being." He is our personal con- 
cept in a “world of meaning in 
which nothing is self-same and 
everything is relative and dif- 
ferential. 

He said his new book repre- 
sents a conversion from the “pro- 
testant individualism” he bekf un- 
til three years ago, to something 
more social. “Instead of de- 
mythologising Christianity down 
into the inner experience of the 
individual, I'm trying instead to 
demythologise Christianity down 
into this public world of meaning 
in which we live, this world of 
language — the objective human 
wond. 

“There's a big difference be- 
tween individualistic humanism 
and social humanism, but the 
background of repudiating the 
old metaphysics is the same. 
That's been on the agenda since 
the 18th century when the old 
supemaniralisnj was destroyed by 
Hume, Kant, Hegel, Schleier- 
maefaer and the Romantics. And 
then, bringing religion down into 
the world or human experience 
was Wordsworth, Blake...” 

This “sotiaT faith keeps Cupitt 
voting on the Left, though he says 
he isn’t political. “Christianity 
has got to leave its individualistic 
tradition behind. The object is 
not to save yourself but to give 
your life.” 

Obviously, be has little time for 
die doctrinal positions of the 
Church of England — for whom 
“truth is a matter of politics: 
there's continuity with the past to 
be maintained, extreme con- 
servatives to be placated. If 
Christianity is a living religion 
then we've got to reinvent it all 
the time ana I'm just trying to do 
that. It’s needed in every institu- 
tion that’s come down to us from 
the past." 

Cupitt thinks Catholicism bet- 
ter adapted to this exercise, be- 
cause it has mechanisms for doc- 
trinal change that the Church of 
England lacks. 

But there is progress all the 
same. “You could say we are ail 
. noa-xealists. nowadays, ..wetre all 
increasingly understanding doc- 
trine as a sort of ethical guideline 
rather than as descriptive. For 
example, when the Zeebrugge 
ferry capsized, or when there V a 
drought in Africa, people treat 
such an event as a challenge to 
Christian ethics and action rather 
than as a problem for . Christian 
theory; they don't ask why God 
let such a thing happen. It means 
they’ve given up the old interven- 
tionist idea of God and are mov- 
ing towards a more man-centred, 
activist idea of religion." 

Cupitt's own religion is “about 
keeping the moral order in re- 
pair, it's about a framework of 
symbolism for us all. The prob- 
lem is that church has to reform 
at the institutional level and that 
one can't see. For example, I get 
a lot of letters from people com- 
plaining bitterly about their diffi- 
culties with worship." 

So who does Cupitt pray to? To 
himself? The question caused a 



Don Cupitt: Do conjuring trick with bones 


rare pause, and rare Um. And 
then: “1 see prayer as rather more 
like meditation. I take the idea of 
God as something like a guiding 
spiritual ideal that you use to 
orient your life by. God is our 
values, God symbolises the goal 
of spiritual life. Prayer is a way of 
thinking about oneself and what 
one lives by and what direction 
one’s life goes. But if we thought 
of prayer as if it were literally 
talking to a being out there, it 
woula be pagan and slavish. It 
would be totally unchristian.” 

He thought people used prayer 
as it suited them — “sometimes 
as talking to a God out there, 
other times as a kind of sinking 
into silence at the centre of the 
self, a kind of inner emptiness. 
What we need is a kind or Indian 
idea that all these images are 
relative. In Christianity there's 
been such a search for absolutes; 1 - 
fixed positions.. But if we were 
Indians we’d be quite 4 happy with" 
the idea of treating religious con- 
ceptions as fixed tools; you use 
the ones that are helpful to you." 

Cupitt. now 53," was ordained 
28 years ago and served as a 
curate in the North of England 
until, back at Cambridge, he suc- 
ceeded Runcie and Habgood 
(now Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York) as vice-principal of 
West co tt House theological col- 
lege. 

“I started from a position of 
super high orthodoxy which gra- 
dually turned into a non-objec- 
tive belief in God at the end of 
the Seventies. Since then I’ve 
moved away from Christian ex- 
istentialism towards a more so- 
cial, linguistic Christian 
humanism. 

His latest book — the 15th in 
17 years — “is intended as a kind 
of hymn to the commonness of 
our humanity, in which, so to say. 


everything happens on the skin 
snrface. That’s the point where 
nature and culture meet, where 
God becomes man. where mean- 
ing and feeling are one. It means 
that you give up nostalgia for 
another world and you're re- 
ligiously completely satisfied in 
this world." 

And the next world? There is 
only "objective immortality," in 
which we are aware of others who 
have died. “1 honestly don't 
know what another world than 
this could possibly be. Suppose 
you ask of such a life what lan- 
guage they talk, what dialect, of 
what period, what kind of culture 
— could you really imagine a 
human being whose not on this 
earth, not in some particular 
country, speaking some particu- 
lar language in some particular 
community? If you abstract ev- 
erything that makes a human 
•being, what have you got left?" 

Besides, “the incarnation and 
life-after-death are incompatible 
ideas, because incarnation is the 
absolute bringing together of the 
two worlds. At tne early stages of 
human culture you want to make 
certain basic intellectual distinc- 
tions, between reason and feel- 
ing, heaven and earth, spirit and 
flesh, holiness and sin, and these 
get mythologised by philosophy 
and by religion. But they've got 
to be brought together again, 
otherwise we get divided; they 
split us." 

Who can heal the split, and 
who is tomorrow's priest? He is 
the artist, says Cupitt — the only 
practitioner who unites intuition, 
culture and feeling without 
bothering too much about “reali- 
ties out there," still less about 
doctrine. 

“Once the idea of a Christian 
was a martyr. Then the idea was 
the Saint. Then, after the Re- 


Chunnel chopper will bore way from Britain to France 


.i ■" By Kiwi Pries 

Reuter 

■ » 

< • DOVER, England — One of this 
century’s most exciting engineer- 
. ing feats can accurately be dfe- 
scribed as boring. 

When the 600 tonne, five- 
metre-per-hour mechanical 
monster called the Tunnel Boring 
Machine (TBM) finishes its job, 
Britain and France will be con- 
nected for the first time by a 
;; channel tunnel. 

Constructed by James Howden 
’ and Company in Glasgow, the 
* 160-metre-long machine looks 
like a giant serpent and had to be 
l built in a U-shape to fit into the 
factory’s construction hall. 

' It will stretch out full lenj 
" when it goes to work at t 
- bottom of Shakespeare Cliff be- 
tween the British ports of Dover 
and Folkestone in December. 

Train passengers on their way 
to catch a Dover ferry can see a 




tunnel entrance in the famous 
.white cliff rock bearing witness to 
a century of abortive attempts to 
link Britain and France. 

An 800-metre tunnel built be- 
fore a British Labour government 
pulled out of the last project in 
1975 on financial grounds, mil 
serve as starting point when the 
TBM moves into action. 

It is to dig a 25-kilometre long, 
538-metre diameter tube for the 
British part of the service tunnel 
running between the two main 
railway tunnels through which 
trains will make a Lon don- Paris 
journey in just three hours, half 
the current trip time. 

The service shaft, linked to the 
two bigger tubes by cross pas- 
sages every 375 metres, will pro- 
vide fresh air, allow access for 
maintenance work and serve as 
an emergency escape route. 

Digging its way through chalk 
an average 40 metres below the 
seabed, Howden 's £3.2-million 


($5. 3 -million) machine has to 
perform three functions simul- 
taneously: cutting, spoil removal 
and lining. 

The tough first part of the job 
is done' by the cotter head, a 
massive rotating disc pushed for- 
ward by four motors each produc- 
ing 400 tons of thrust ana armed 
with 74 super-hard tungsten car- 
bide tips to break the rock to 
pebble-sized pieces. 

Grippers clamping into the 
chalk propel the machine. It can 
move in four directions and a 
laser guidance system will help 
the nme-man crew to keep on 
course. 

The comparatively soft but 
highly “water-proof 1 chalk marl 
through which most of the 49.4- 
kflometre tubes will run is consi- 
dered an almost ideal boring 
medium by mining engineers. 

“Driving the tunnel is like any 
other tunnelling job. The bipest 
problem is getting the spoil out 



and the lining in,” Euro tunnel’s 
technical director Cotin Kirkland 
said. 

Some 4.5 million cubic metres 
of rock will be dug out by the 
British team which is expected to 
advance quicker than the French 
because of more favourable 
geological conditions. 

Through the cutter head, 
gathering scoops flick the rock 
lumps onto a conveyor before 
they are transported out on side- 
tipping railway wagons. 

As the TBM ^proceeds, the 
tunnel walls are lined with con- 
crete and cast iron segments, 
which are brought in on wagons. 
The pieces are lifted and pushed 
into position by cranes and hyd- 
raulic arms. 

The machine is being trans- 
ported this month on 60 trucks to 
Shakespeare Cliff. 

Howden said it is satisfied its 
bipest ever TBM will perform as 
well as previous ones the Glas- 
gow firm built for the Singapore 
subway and sewage systems in 
London, Paris ana Cairo. 

The magic moment of break- 
through is scheduled to take place 
some time around Christmas 
1990. , 

When the French and British 
teams are 17 metres from junc- 
tion, forward probing will ensure 
both sides are exactly on line. 

“To make sure that we don’t 
get two tunnels for the price of 
one is no great difficulty,” Kirk- 
land said. 

A small heading will then be 
bored in front of the cutter head. 
Then a mining engineer will final- 
ly bring to an end Britain's splen- 
did ' isolation — with a few 
hammer strokes. 


formation, the idea was the hero 
of faith. I think in the future the 
artist will be the model.” 

Cupitt convinces by the rigour 
and humanity of his quest, even 
though there are loopholes. Of 
some he is aware. Thus, to assert 
there can be no fixed dogma is 
itself a fixed dogma. “The world 
has become so relative there's no 
absolute truth, so vou can’t even 
say that without risk of paradox." 

Again, he takes it as axiomatic, 
but never proves, that there can 
be no cognition without words. 
Some of Cupitt's own words seem 
to slip, as if by accident, into his ‘ 
exposition that do not entirely 
match his non-philosophy. He 
said he saw prayer “as a method 
of self-examination, a way of 
expressing oneself in religious 
adoration and thanksgiving.” 
Adoring whom and thanking 
whom? -Can we adore and thank 
something inside ourselves?” 

And is there not something 
wrong, after all, with his image of 
the long-legged fly? The clever 
insect interprets tipples on the 
water, and so must . we, says 
Cupitt. But the fly’s ripples are 
real: they exist “out there'' on the 
water. Can we interpret what 
does not exist? 

But this is only his 15th book 
and he is only 53. He says his next 
book will be on ethics. Perhaps it 
will define more clearly the dif- 
ference between his “Christian 
humanism" and ordinary secular 
humanism. He answered our 
question on this by saying that 
“our definition of religion has to 
change. In the 19th century peo- 
ple defined religion in terms of 
belief in the supernatural. 1 want 
to see religion now as a creative, 
activity, like art. The means by 
which we continually invent and 
try out new forms of fife, new 
forms of consciousness, new ways 
of being human, and infuse new 
values into life." 

That is obviously worth doing, 
and perhaps it does not matter 
after all if we call it religion or not 
— The Guardian. 


Tareq Kasai —portrait of hardship 


Mekele, capital of the northern 
province of Tigray. 


By Rory Cbanniog 

fleu/er 

MEKELE, Ethiopia — Tareq 
Kasai, 20, is widowed with a 
six-year-old son and another aged 
15 months. Her husband died 
before famine hit Ethiopia in 
1984, and the father of her youn- 
ger child died last year. 

Now she and her children face 
another food crisis. 

“We don't have any chance,” 
she says numbly, pointing to the 
small, withered barley crops she 
needed to brew liqour. 

By selling her home-brew at 
two birr ($1) a gallon, she hoped to 
earn enough to keep her family. 
But the drought, which has 
forced the government to appeal 
for nearly one million tonnes of 
foreign food aid, has changed 
that. 

“We need help," says Tareq, 
who lives with relatives in a small 
mud and thatch hut in the village 
of Lachi, several miles north of 
capital 
ot Tit 

The drought, and preoccupa- 
tion with emergency aid, also 
threatens to delay the fulfilment 
of her hopes for a better lifestyle 
.promised by the government 
under its controversial “villagjsa- 
lion" plan. 

The villagisation and equally 
controversial resettlement polices 
have changed the face of rural 
Ethiopia. Since 1984, 8.5 million 
people, or nearly one-quarter of 
the country's peasants, nave been 
relocated in new, state-run com- 
munities. 

Critics portray the policies as at 
least partly a drive to move oppo- 
nents of the authorities into areas 
where they can be more easily 
controlled, and partly as forced 
collectivisation. 

The Marxist government pre- 
sents them as pillars of farm 
policy designed to enable the 
country to teed itself and cut its 
reliance of foreign handouts. 

Perhaps the more controver- 
sial, though smaller, exercise so 
far is the resettlement program- 
me under which farmers are 
moved from the heavily popu- 
lated and drought-prone north to 


more fertile western and southern 
regions. 

Since 1984, some 600,000 
peasants from Tigray and Eritrea 
provinces, both with insurgen- 
cies, and neighbouring Wollo 
have been relocated. 

This is just over a third of the 
1.5 million removals originally 
planned. Yet despite a one-year 
freeze in the programme the au- 
thorities remain committed to it, 
and this year's drought may 
prompt them to step it up. 

President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam, said this month: “It has 
become imperative to cany out a 
resettlement programme in those 
regions and save our compatriots 
from the ravages of drought and 
also replenish highly depleted soil 
resources.” 

Authorities say the policies are 
aimed at getting the best out of 
the land, and also make it easier 
to provide services such as 
schools, health, water, transport 
and markets to more people. 

The last famine, officials say, 
drew into focus the drawbacks of 
isolated settlements, when food 
and medical aid had to be air- 
lifted to scattered hamlets with 
homesteads dangling precariously 
on inaccessible hill slopes. 

Officials strongly deny what 
they call foreign criticism por- 
traying villagisation as a “viola- 
tion of human rights or forced 
collectivisation." 

Despite reports of somewhat 
overzealous supervision of mass 
removals, officials insist that no- 
one has, or will be, forced into 
villagisation or resettlement 
schemes. 

So far, more than 8,500 out of 
15,920 small towns planned in the 
early phase of villagisation have 
been built. They hold 1.3 million 
homes, housing over eight million 
people. 

Each village is designed to 
accommodate 500 families and 
would have one health agent, a 
midwife, 10 latrines and a host of 
support facilities such as roads, 
gram mills, warehouses, school- 
ing, and solar, biogas or electric 
power. 

The European Community and 
countries such as Italy, Canada, 


and the Soviet Union have shown 
support for the projects, 
apparently on grounds that this 
would at least ensure they work 
properly if they are to go’ ahead 
anyway. 

“It’s not the concept that upset 
people as much as the way it was 
Handled,” said a senior Western 
diplomat whose country is not 
contributing to the programme. 

A 48-village resettlement pro- 
ject near theBlue Nile, 375 miles 
north-west of Addis Ababa, for 
which Italy laid out over $200 
million, is "held up as a model. 

But some Western diplomats 
still question the merits of the 
schemes. 

A recent diplomatic report, 
noting official denials of anv con- 
nection berween villagisation and 
collectivisation, says: 

“In view of the Government's 
frequently expressed uoal to col- 
lectivise or socialise all agricultu- 
ral production activities, many 
fear that these villagised peasants 
may not be permitted to continue 
to "farm their individual tracts." 

It said the programme could 
boost productivity if the social" 
services promised "were provided. 

But. it added, “since these 
improved services generally have 
not been provided — and there is 
no assurance that they will be — 
it is still too early to judge 
what ihe net effect on agriculluraj 
production will be." 

Tareq Kasai expects to move 
into a new model village, with 
stone dwellings, being built near 
the duster ol mud Ruts that is 
now Lachi. 

But work has stopped, after 
only nine of the planned 500 
dwellings got started. 

A shortage of wood and iron 
sheet for roofing and. above all, a 
concentration of resources on 
tackling the food crisis, are ex- 
pected to hold it up. 

When Tareq does eventually 
become “villagised," she de- 
serves better luck than the father 
of her second son. He became ill 
and died in a resettlement zone 
last year “somewhere in the 
south," but she doesn't know 
quite where. 


The common cold: Suck zink and see 


WASHINGTON — The old 
medical saying that in seven days 
the right treatment will dear up a 
cold that would otherwise have 
hung on for a week has been 
called into question by a food- 
faddist remedy discovered in 
Texas and now validated in Wilt- 
shire, England. 

The remedy is 23 milligrammes 
of pure zinc in a 180-milligramme 
zinc gluconate tablet, which is 
widely available in health-food 
shops. At an international meet- 
ing on virology in Edmonton. 
Alberta last month. Dr. David 
Tyrrell, director of the British 
Medical Research Council’s com- 
mon-cold research unit near 
Salisbury, reported that real zinc 
gluconate was dearly the winner 
In a test that pitted it against 
look-alike and taste-alike dummy 
tablets. 

The taste is important because 
zinc gluconate does nothing for a 
cold if it is swallowed; it must 
melt in the mouth. Whether they 

;ot real or fake tablets — ana 

ey did not know which they 
were getting — the volunteers 
sucked on a lozenge every two 
hours for as long as they were 
awake, up to a limit of 12 tablets 
a day. 

The tests mirrored the curious 
event that led to the remedy's 
discovery in Texas in 1981. A 
three-year-old girl with 
leukaemia who was coming down 
with a cold recovered from the 
cold within hoars after she re- 


S 


fused to swallow her tablet, which 
was prescribed as a nutritional 
supplement. She insisted on dis- 
solving it in her mouth. (She has 
since recovered from leukaemia, 
too.) However, when researchers 
at the University of Texas at 
Austin tried the cold-remedy on 
some volunteers, the results were 
sniffed at. They could not afford 
to get a laboratory to find out 
whether the test subjects had 
been infected with rhinoviruses, 
which cause the common cold, 
and so prove cause and effect. 

The volunteers in the British 
study — which will be published 
in an American journal. Anti- 
microbial Agents and Che- 
motherapy later this year — were 
first quarantined for 48 hours to 
make sure they did not yet have 
colds and then had their nostrils 
swabbed with standard strain of 
rhinovirus. one of about 100 
varieties that can bring on a 
genuine cold. Two to four days 
after getting their colds, the 
volunteers who got zinc gluconate 
were very much better, as mea- 
sured by the number of tissues 
used to wipe their noses, among 
other things. Volunteers in the 
placebo group, by contrast, still 
Had symptoms on the sixth day 
after the start of their colds. 

In another study, the British 
researchers found that zinc glu- 
conate taken 24 hours before 
exposure to a cold reduces the 
chances of getting one by about a 
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teep colds away, since laboratory 
evidence suggests that this could 


third. However it would be a very 
bad idea to take it every day to 
keer 

evidence suggests 
injure white blood cells and cause 
a harmful rise in blood cholester- 
ol. The British researchers also 
discovered that while zinc glucon- 
ate shortens colds, it does not kill 
rhinoviruses and so is not — 
strictly speaking — a cure. 

Despite the British findings, 
zinc gluconate for colds is con- 
troversial. Dr. William Jordan, 
an infectious-disease specialist at 
the U.S. National Institutes of 
Health considers the results of 
the study “modest" and says he 
would not buy any stock in zinc 
uconate. Also, two studies pub- 

shed this year in Antimicrobial 
Agents and Chemotherapy — 
one from the University of "Ade- 
laide in Australia and the other 
from the University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville — concluded that 
zinc is no help for a cold. 

Just why is not dear, but two 
things may cast some light on 
these inconsistent findings'. First- 
ly, the Australian study used only- 
ten milligrammes of zinc, and it 
was zinc acetate rather than zinc 
gluconate. Secondly, some of the 
23-mi Iligramme doses of zinc glu- 
conate used by the Virginia're- 
searchers were prepared with 
magnesium chloride, which 
another study suggests may 
stimulate cold viruses. 

— The Economist. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman. near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away lx available 

Open daily 12:UO-3:3U 
p.m. 

b:3U-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 

Taka away avattabla 

Open dailv 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
" Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

. p m. 

6:30 - Midnight 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURfSMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 

& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 



EVERY 

DAY 



0 


PEOPLE (0H0 NEED 

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES 

CALL US! 


Electrolux 



CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 
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Ry der Cup tournament ends 

Europe hails triumphant golfers 

Americans upset at home ground 


LONDON (AP) — British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher sent a message of congratulations to 
winning golf team captain Tony Jacklin Monday as 
Europe’s historic Ryder Cup victory over the United 
States made front-page news across the continent. 


Newspapers in Britain. Spain. 
France and West Germany paid 
glowing tributes to Jacklin's play- 
ers. the first European team to 
win the cup on American soil in 
bO years of Ryder Cup competi- 
tion. They reserved special praise 
for Spain's Severiano Ballesteros, 
the tournament's star performer. 

Thatcher, who linked her hus- 
band Denis, a keen golfer, with 
her congratulations, said: "Denis 
joins me in saying how thrilled we 
were about the Ryder Cup vic- 
tory. We watched as much as we 
could on television, it is a real 
triumph for Britain and Europe.” 

The victorious team, travelling 
home by Concorde, was being 
met at Heathrow Airport later 
Monday by British Sports Minis- 
ter Colin Moynihan. 

Europe’s upset victory at the 
Muirfield Village golf course at 
Dublin. Ohio". was splashed 
across the front and back pages of 
most of Britain's 11 national 
newspapers in a euphoric display 
of spoiling patriotism. 

"Beaten in their own back 
yard.” trumpeted the London 
Daily Mail's front-page lead story 
in big. bold capital letiers. 

“One of sport's last seemingly 
impregnable bastions crastiea 
yesterday when Europe's golfers 
finally won the Ryder Cup.” the 
paper said. "It was certainly the 
ultimate nerve test for the Euro- 
pean team since they played not 
only America's most powerful 
side but a 25.1k KJ crowd whipped 
into patriotic fervor by Jack Nick- 
laus. America's non-playing cap- 
tain." 

The Guardian published two 
large photographs, one on the 
front page snowing Ballesteros in 
action, the other of the Spaniard 
celebrating victory with Jacklin. 

"A European star-spangled 
stunner.” was the paper s head- 
line on the European success. 
Below, it wrote: "They (Amer- 
ican fans) finally had ro fiirl their 
flags... and admit defeat." 

The Guardian criticised the 
Americans for being too dismis- 
sive before the tournament of the 
European challenge. 

"They have talked incessantly 
about how superior their lour is 
to any other in the world and 
how. therefore, the golfers who 
play on it are also the best in the 
world. 

"And yet. at Muirfield Village, 
of all places, on a course built by 
Jack Nicklaus. against a team 
captained by Jack Nicklaus, the 
Europeans proved... that they 
were tho better team." The Guar- 
dian wrote. 

"Not a hint of a fluke and 


although the final series of singles 
was lost... it is always desperately 
difficult to play knowing that you 
onlv need points out of 12." it 
added. 

The London Times had no less 
than four articles on the competi- 
tion. including a rare sports edito- 
rial in »-hich"the paper attacked 
the restrictive set-up of the U.S. 
gulf tour. 

"The policy of the U.S. is to 
restrict the number of outside 
players competing in its tourna- 
ments by operating a qualifying 
system which favours its own 
players, fn doing so. it has stifled 
competition... U.S. golf is now- 
paying the price for” its insular 
stance.” the Times said. 

Europe's progress at Muirfield 
was televised "throughout the 
three days of competition by the 
Brirish Broadcasting Corp. 

While early action was mostly 
by iape delay. Sunday's final ses- 
sion was broadcast live, including 
the exciting closing stages and 
Jacklin’s tearful burst of emotion 
at the finish. 

After a poor year on the Euro- 
pean circuit. Ballesteros, the two- 
time British Open and U.S. Mas- 
ters champion! saved his best 
form of the season for the Ryder 
Cup. taking four points from five 
matches af Muirfield. 

The mercurial Spaniard gave 
his team an unbeatable lead Sun- 
day when he halved the 17th hole 
to beat Curtis Strange 2 and I 
after a nerve-wracking final ses- 
sion in which the Europeans 
came close to squandering a five- 
point lead built up over the first 
two days. 

The final score, with each 
match worth one point, was 15-13 
in favour of the Europeans, the 
first time they have retained the 
trophy. The 'United States now 
leads the scries 21-5-1 

Ballesteros’ exploits predict- 
ably were greeted with excite- 
ment in his native Spain. 

"Ballesteros gives Europe vic- 
tory/* said a front-page headline 
in the sports daily, Marca. El 
Pais, the nation's leading morn- 
ing newspaper, said simply: 
"Seve the star.” 

While Spain provided Balles- 
teros and Jose-Maria Olazabal to 
the 12-man European team that 
comprised mainly British and Ir- 
ish players. West Germany's Ber- 
nhard Lunger was also a key 
member. 

The Suddeuische Zeirung of 
Munich devoted an entire page of 
photographs to the event while 
the frankfurter Allgemeine 
newspaper said "the best Euro- 
pean golfers clinched an historic 



Seve Ballesteros 

victory.” 

Without any Frenchmen in the 
team, the prestigious French 
sports paper. 1'Equipe. relegated 
its report of the Ryder Cup on an 
inside page. 

But Ballesteros' performance 
was again featured prominently, 
the paper describing the Spaniard 
as "the soul of the European 
team.” 

The Europeans won the cup in 
the United States for the first 
time — and for only the fifth time 
overall — when they defeated the 
highly vaunted Americans by 15 
point’s to 13. 

"It was a dream come true for 
us today/' European captain 
Jacklin said after receiving the 
gold cup at the awards ceremony. 

The defenders had gone into 
Sunday's 12 singles matches lead- 
ing by' five points but the Amer- 
icans did not go down without u 

fight. 

Before Ballesteros beat Strange 
2 and 1 to clinch the victory, the 
Americans, with their backs to 
the wall, gave the visitors and 
their small contingent of vocal 


Nick Faldo 

fans quite a scare. 

The hosts won five of the first 
seven matches decided and 
halved another, delighting a gal- 
lery of more than 20JHK) cheer- 
ing'. Hag-waving Americans on a 
beautiful sunny day. 

However, fust as they did 
throughout the three-dav series, 
the Europeans proved that they 
were up to the task of beating the 
Americans on their home 
ground. 

“It definitely wasn't a fluke/' 
Irishman Eamonn Darcy said af- 
ter he defeated veteran Ben 
Crenshaw 1-up in one of the most 
dramatic matches of the day. 

Crenshaw broke his putter in 
anger after three-putting on the 
sixth hole and putted With his 
I -iron the rest of the way. 

"After that happened." I felt 
like somebody shot me.” he said. 

Ballesteros. Darcy and Ho- 
ward Clark of Britain registered 
the victories for Europe while 
Scotsmen Sam Torrance and 
Gordon Brand Jr. and Bernhard 
Lunger of West Germany drew 
their matches. 


Khan wins squash title 


HONG KONG (R) - Janshet 
Khan of Pakistan has scored a 
comprehensive 9-6. 9-2, 9-5 v'k? 
tory over Australia’s Chris pitt- 
mar to win the Hong' Koffg 
Squash Open title and complere a 
hat-trick of tournament victories. 

Third-seeded Jansher. who 
beat world number one Jahangir 
Khan 9-2. URL 9-2 in Saturday's 
semifinals, looked tired at times 
in the final on Sunday but his 
ability to extract himself from 
seem'ingly-impossible situations 
carried "him through. 

Triumphs in trie Singapore. 
Malaysian and now the Hong 
Kong' Opens have elevated the 


I t*->ear-old Jansher to number 
two in the world and he is r.ow 
pointing for Jahangir's top spot. 

"The three victories will im- 
prove my ranking from four to 
two and my next objective is to reach 
number one.” said Jansher. who 
is seeded to meet Jahangir in the 
final of the Pakistan Masters this 
week. 

Dittmar. who crushed world 
champion Ross Norman of New 
Zealand 9-U. 9-0. 9-4 in Satur- 
day's other semifinal, said Jansher 
had played well in the final but 
cautioned against regarding him 
us invincible just because he had 
won three titles in a row. 



FOR RENT 

Furnished house in Jabal Amman. 4th Circle: central 
heating, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, large living and dining 
room with large veranda facing Wadi Abdoun, garage, 
and telephone. 

Phone daily: 644963. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Pontiac Firebird 1987 model, all options, including t-top. A/C. 
wide tyres, automatic transmission power steering, power 
brakes, tilt wheels. C. control, stereo and player plus more. Very 
good price. 

If interested, pis. call: 665161 ext 502, ask for Mr. Beck 
(Custom Duties Unpaid). 






OPENING OF 

WINTER COLLECTION 
AT 

BOUTIQUE MINIMAX 

Jabaf Amman, 3rd Circle 
Jordan Insurance Bldg. 

1st floor -tel. 624990 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

1. Ground-floor deluxe apartment, consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, 3 bathrooms. 2 verandas, salons, dining room, 
separate central heating, separate oil well, private 
garage. 

2. First-floor apartment within the same building and of 
the same specifications as above. 

The building consists of only 8 apartments and a lift. 
Locations: Abdullah Ghosheh Street, between Jabr 
commercial compound and engineers housing estate. 

For information, pis. call: 819970, 810950. 


Real threat 
to Napoli 

LONDON (R)— Confident Real 
Madrid will be looking to crown a 
month of triumph by clinching a 
European Cup first-round win 
over Napoli in Naples on 
Wednesday. 

Real took their winning streak 
to five games, with 23 goals for 
and one against, by beating Las 
Palmas 2-0 away on Saturday. 

"If we knock Napoli out, this 
will have been a glorious month,” 
said Real coach Leo Beenhakker. 

Real, who won the first leg 2-0 
two weeks ago. are leaving no- 
thing to chance. They are even 
training with Italian balls which 
are a iiule heavier than Spanish 
ones. 

Napoli have had an unhappy 
build-up to Wednesday’s tie. 
They were beaten 1-0 away by 
Pisa on Sunday and forward Ales- 
sandro Renica was struck on the 
forehead by a coin thrown from 
the crowd. 

Diego Maradona was reunited 
with Brazilian Star Careca. back 
from injury, but Napoli's attack 
fired blanks as they went down 
despite playing against 10 men for 
the last 50 minutes. Paul Elliott, 
formerly with English clubs 
Luton and Aston Villa, was sent 
off for a foul late in the first half. 

"As far as we were concerned 
the match ended after the first 
half.” captain Maradona said. 

Fernando de Napoli said train- 
er Ottavio Bianchi told the team 
to consider the match with Pisa 
over and play calmly without 
risking injuries' ahead of the crui- 
cial Real match. 

"The match against Real Mad- 
rid is too important to risk and 
the game against Pisa was already 
over for us.” he said. 

Goals by Mexican Hugo San- 
chez and Yugoslav Milan Jank- 
ovic against Las Palmas extended 
Real's winning run on Saurday 
and put thern'in great heart for 
their clash with Napoli. 

By contrast, 1986 champions 
Barcelona sank deeper into trou- 
ble bv losing their fourth straight 
game . 1-0 to Athletic Bilbao. The 
cataldn club, which replaced Brit- 
ish coach Tern Venables with 
Luis Ar agones last week, have 
collected only three goals in five 
matches. 

Firepower in the Italian league 
on Sunday was supplied by Welsh 
International Ian Rush. He made 
a stunning home debut with two 
goals as Juventus beat Pescara 

5-1. 

The win pushed Pescara off the 
top of the table in favour of- 
Roma, 3-2 winners at AveUino. 
Juventus climbed to third. 

Rush, signed for S4.6 million 
from Liverpool, had missed the 
first five weeks because of injury 
but had a premonition he would 
hit the target after a disappoint- 
ing league debut last week. 

"To be the real Rush I just need 
goals and the match against Pes- 
cara looks exactly rhe right occa- 
sion/' the striker said before the 
match. 

European champions Porto 
had to settle for a 1-1 league draw 
at Braga on Sunday before their 
trip to Yugoslavia to defend a 3-0 
firet-lee lead over Vardar Skopje, 
while Belgian champions Anaer- 
lecht warmed up for their second 
leg against Sweden's Malmoe by 
beating Winterslag 3-0, Austra- 
lian Edi Kmcevic hitting a hat- 
trick. 

PSV Eindhoven, carrying a 3*0 
lead into their European Cup 
second-leg tie away to Galatasar- 
ay Istanbul, maintained their un- 
beaten record in the Dutch 
league by beating Feyenoord 
Rotterdam 3-1. 


Pate outlasts Edberg; 
Navratilova downs Shriver 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — David 
Pale of rhe United States has 
scored an upset victory by defeat- 
ing the no. 2 player in the world, 
Stefan Edberg of Sweden. 64, 
64 to capture the S3 15,00(1 Volvo 
Tcnnis-Los Angeles tournament. 

Pate, ranked 19th in the world, 
needed only one service break in 
each set to win his first title of the 
year and second of his career. He 
earned 550,000. 

Edberg. the top-seed in the 
tournament, lost in the finals of 
this event for the third consecu- 
tive year. He earned 525.000 as 
runnerup. 

For 25-yeur-old Pate, seeded 
third, the victory' Sunday was his 
biggest since be defeated Ivan 
Lendl in the third found of a 
tournament at Tokyo earlier this 
year. 

Pate's last and only Grand Prix 
victory was in the 1984 Japan and 
Asian open. He was a runnerup 
at this year's Japan Open and at 
Chicago. 

"I was in two other finals this 
year and I didn't play well." Pate 
said. "In the other finals, I was 
really nervous. I wanted to win so 
bad. 

"I wanted to win here, but I 
felt pretty relaxed.” 

Edberg' said of his American 
oppODrnl/"be serves very’ well... 
he s playing very well.” 

The victory came after a show 
of sportsmanship by Pate in the 
second set. Leaamg 4-3 at lS-all, 
a serve bv Pate that appeared out 
was ruled in by the linesman and 
the chair umpire, a call Edberg 
argued to no avail. 

Pate, however, asked that the 
point be replayed and promptly 
won it an ace. and went on to 
take the game. 

Pate scored the dicisive service 
break of the match in the fifth 
game of the second set when 
Edberg missed two volleys. At 
30-alI."Edberg netted a backhand 
volley and on the next point sent 
one sailing wide. 

Navratilova beats Shriver 

Top-seeded Martina Navratilo- 



Martina Navratilova 
va, ranked second in the world, 
outlasted second-seeded Pam 
Shriver 6-4, 5-7, 6-4 Sunday in the 
championship singles match of 
the S75.000 Audi Challenge Ten- 
nis tournament. 

By winning the match, which 
lasted slightly more than two 
hours. Navratilova, born in 
Czechoslovakia but now a U.S. 
citizen, learned S20.000 and a 
new car. 

Navratilova said: **I wasn't sur- 
prised it was a close match. Pam 
and 1 always have close matches. 
I've only blown her out a couple 
of times.” 

Navratilova said she hasn't lost 
to Shriver since 1982 in the U.S. 
Open. 

Shriver of the United States, 
the tournament's defending 
champion and the fifth-ranked 
woman in the world, earned 
$12,500 for finishing second. 

"There were only a couple of 
shots I would take Hack," Shriver 
said. “Overall. 1 played a good 
match.” 

There was only one service 
break in the decisive third set. 
Navratilova broke Shriver mid- 
way through the set. 

In the doubles final at the 
Rancho San Clemente Tennis 
and Fitness Club. Navratilova 
and Shriver defeated Liz Smyiie 
and Wendy Turnbull of Australia 
7-5. 6-3. The win was worth a 
total of S3.000 to Navratilova and 
Shriver. 

The matches were attended by 
a capacity crowd of 2,800. 


Argentine 

topples 

Wilander 

BARCELONA. Span fR) -- 
Argentine M3rtin Jatte pttUed off 
his first major teams titiart when 
he beat ft p seed Mats Wilander 
of Sweden after an epic fivc-sct 
battle in the Spanish Open Grand 
Pm final 

Jane, who lives and trains in 
Barcelona, surprisingly toppled 
Wilander 7-6. 6-4. 4-6. 0-6. 64 in 
a eruelline match lasting four 
hours t2 minutes on Sunday. 

The fifth-seeded Argentine, 
described hy Wilander before the 
match as one of ihc top clay court 
specialists in the world, ultimate- 
ly sealed his success with a truly 
display of power tennis after a 
fluctuating contest. 

Jane seized the initiative in the 
first set. breaking Wilunder’s ser- 
vice three times to lead 4-!. The 
Swede seemed to be wilting in the 
face of Jaite’s power drives and 
precisian serves, but dawed his 
wav hack to level at 6-6 and 
forced a tie-break. 


Krishnan 
seeks Cash 

SYDNEY. Australia (AP) — 
Ramesh Krishnan of India hopes 
to upset Australian number one 
Pat Cash when India faces the 
Aussie* in a . Daws Cup Tennis 
semi-final ai White City starting 
on Friday. 

Krishnan. 26. reached the U S. 
Open quarterfinals in New York 
earlier this month and currently is 
ranked 28th in the world. 

Wimbledon champion Cash. 
22, leads an Australian team on 
the White City grass courts that is 
aiming at winning the cup for the 
27ih time. 

The Australians have made (he 
final on 41 previous occasions and 
are hoping to take out the pre- 
mier team event in tennis for the 
third time in five years. 


Frustrated British downhiller 
becomes fastest man on skis 


By Mike Clark 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK -— Graham Wilkie 
Calls himself a frustrated downhil- 
ter. That's huite a confession for 
the fastest tinman on skis. 

Had things gone differently 12 
years ago, the 28-year-old Briton 
might have spent his competitive 
years on the World Cup ski cir- 
cuit. racing against the likes of 
Franz Klammer. Instead, he de- 
veloped into the world's premiere 
ski speedster, reaching a record 
132.06 mph (212.52 kmph) at Les 
Arcs. France. last April. 

"The system in the U.K.. when 
I was 16. was such that it was very 
difficult to get into World Cup 
downhill raring,” Wilkie said. 
“Unless you knew somebody, or 
your parents had lots of money, it 
was very difficult. The attitude of 
U.K. people was, ‘if we don’t 
know you, you must be no good.’ 
It’s not so much nowadays, be- 
cause training methods have 
changed, but in the mid-1970s it 
was very negative. 

“I took notice of the people 
who said you can't do that, and I 
went to college and into motorcy- 
cle racing/’ Wilkie said. “Then I 
was in Les Arcs for the world 
championships, and 1 saw Steve 
Mckinney and Franz Weber 


doing 120 mph (193 kraph). and I 
fell in love with it.” 

He fell for it in quite a different 
way. in 1984 during a practice run 
at the U.S/s Mount Bachelor, in 
Oregon. Like the first time he 
cracked 100 mph (161 kmph). his 
first high-speed crash is some- 
thing he’ll never forget. 

"It was the first time I*d really 
done well, my second season, and 
I was tied for fastest in training," 
Wilkie recalled. “I went through 
the timing, stood up and went to 
put some weight on my left ski for 
a direction change. But I put too 
much weight on and the ski went 
in. It was just like someone rip- 
ped it off my foot. 

“I cartwheeled eight times in 
about two seconds. 1 remember 
blue-white, blue-white, blue- 
white. from seeing the snow and 
then the sky as I tumbled. I got a 
headache, and while I'm still slid- 
ing along at 50 mph (80k mph), I 
did an inventory and everything 
worked. I ended up with a crack- 
ed bone in my wrist/’ 

Ski racers fall down occasional- 
ly, and at times body repairs are 
needed. It is the nature of the 
sport. That doesn't mean, Wilkie 
' notes, that skiers, particularly in 
his selected field, are crazy. 

"The risk implied by speed 
skiing is huge/’ he said. “People 


think it's so dangerous. There's 
only a few people in the world 
who can do it. A (World Cup) 
downhiller can't .do it. right 
away.” 

Within three years of that ter- 
rifying crash. Wilkie was the fas- 
test man in the world. In the 
process, he surpassed the deeds 
of Mckinney. the , California who 
was the first to break 200 
kilometres an hour, and Weber, 
the Austrian whose record fell 
last April. 

He said: “When I started run- 
ning at the magic 200 kilometer 
(125 mph). I said. 'I've done it. 
I've reached the 200 club/ That's 
the ultimate, except the world 
record. And then to eo on and 
break the record, well../’ 

Now there arc new goab for 
Wilkie. The immediate one is to 
retain his record this month when 
the speedsters get together in 
Chile for the last unofficial meet 
before the tour comes under the 
sanctioning umbrella of the Inter- 
national Ski Federation (FIS). 

"This race in Chile is the first 
there since 1978. so it's an un- 
known quantity.” Wilkie said. 
"What were wondering is how- 
fast we're going to go at Chile. 
“There's a good possibility we 
can break the record, if the condi- 
tions are right. 


SELF-ESTEEM ENHANCEMENT 

First Time in Amman — 5-week course 

FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS 

Monday. Oct 5 at the A.C.S. 

For further information contact Dr. Jim Henry 
Tel: 843555 ext 2794 or P.O. Box 13042, 
University of Jordan, Amman. 


BUILDING FOR SALE OR RENT 

Consisting of 16 apartments. 5 floors, super-deluxe 
finishing; building is put up for sale or for rent as offices or 
residence. 

Location: Sweifieh, behind Jordan Electricity Authority. 

For information, pis. call: 823298. 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

1. Ground floor in a villa, consists oil bedroom, with utilities, 
Shmeisam. near Ata Alt 

2. Ground floor in a villa consists ot 2 bedrooms, utilities, large 
garden, ALNO kitchen, telephone; Shmeisani. near Birds 
Garden. 

Reasonable rent. 

Call tel.: 810984. 


NEWLY-FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

If you are an expatriate looking for a prime location in Shmeisani, 
and a brand new. furnished flat with a fully-equipped kitchen, do 
not miss the chance !! ' 

Call us now for more information, tel: 682531. 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

One bedroom, living & dining room, kitchen & bathroom, central 
heating, colour TV. telephone, and separate entrance. 
Location: near French School, Shmeisani. 

For further information, please cat! tel: 667072. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

One bedroom, sitting room, and dining room, ' 

For information, call: 879098 


FEMALE TYPIST WANTED 

Urban Development Department needs first class typist 
with the following qualifications: 

— 2 years experience in using electric typewriters 
(Arabic, English) 

— word processor 

— good command of English. 

Interested applicants may contact the Urban 
Development Department at the UDD Headquar- 
ter Building, UDD Marka Housing Project, Marka, 
Tel: 899361, P.O. Box 927198. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following were the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6400/10 

1.3120/30 

1.8240/50 

2.0520/30 

1.5135/45 

37.85/S8 

6.0775/0 825 

1316'1317 

144.15/25 

6.3990/4040 

6.6650/6700 

7.0065/0115 

460.50/461 .00 


L l.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lira 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON ( R) — Share prices were around the day’s highs in late 
trading as the market shrugged off last week's worse than 
expected August hade figures, dealers said. 

An early 30-point jump on Wall Street also helped sentiment, 
with most 'interest centring around special situations. The market 
showed little reaction to "the weekend's G-7 meeting which, as 
expected, reaffirmed the Louvre accord on currency stability and 
did not produce any significant new policy measures. 

At 1430 GMT the’ FToE 100 index was 23.9 points higher at 
2,366.5. having reached a high of 2.369.6 at 1403. 

Ian Harwood, equity director at Warburg Securities, said: "The 
only effect meetings like G-7 will have on shares is if they spark a 
rise" in interest rates, either in the U.S., Germany or Japan. This 
could easily have a knock-on effect in the U.K." 

He said 'any near-term fall in the dollar, which many here 
expect, will have limited impact on U.K. equities as most major 
exporting companies are just as vulnerable to a drop in the 
European currencies as to a fall in the dollar. 

Dealers said after the shock of the trade data last week the 
consensus was that the market's fall was overdone and that U.K. 
interest rates are likely to remain stable for some time. 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 28, 1987 


ESS HOROSCOPE 


From the Carofl fflghter InsSute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES'. The 
major difficulty you'll face today is 
a tendency to believe yon must 
force Issues or engB^e in confronta- 
tion!! in order to achieve your aims. 
Actually, a diplomatic attitude and 
tact would be more effective 
ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You'D 
have some fine new ideas, bat don’t 
get bogged down by details and 
forget the midn points. Avoid any 
boring routines today. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Don’t waste your time in- 
vestigating p leasure s which you 
know ore too dzpstufvo, Show your 
mate your devotion — vocally. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jose 21) 
Leave the bouse early and see the 


to become more affluent. Public, 
work can be very benefidaL 
MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 2D This is a fine day to handle 
some important activities which 
you've been putting off. Handle 
your correspondence tonight 
LEO (JoL 22 to Ang. 21) Think 
about some amusements you've en- 
joyed in the past and get into them 
again now. Take your mate oat far 
a good time tonight. 


VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept 22) Try 
to help soma family friends attain 
their ambitions, ana put aside your 
own wishes for now. Invite an in- 
teresting guest into your home. 

LIBRA fSept 23 to Oct 22) This 
is s fine day for accomplishing 
much in the business world. Be 
more positive when dealing with 
others. Enjoy a hobby. 


SCOfiPHTSM. 23 to Nov. 2D 
Focus your attention on increasing 

tea while. Stwdmof friends 
who may distract you today. 

SAGITTARIUS (Not. 22 to Doc. 
2D TMb is not the day to aak a favor 
of a superior. Try to be more weif- 
rehant, and don't depend on friends 
to pull you out of a jam. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jsn. 20) 
Stan dear of a new contact who 
could oasffy gat you into soma vmy 
big trouble. Your g re a te s t hap- 
piness can come from your mate. 

AQUARIUS Oea. 21 to FA. 19) 
The company of a long-time friend 
and same relativ es will help you 
teget your worries. Avoid an argu- 
ment with your mate tonight. 

PISCES fab . 20 toMer. SlJITend 
to your credit affaire which have 
some hidden problems. A superior 
w2I be quite receptive to grentisg 
you a n eede d favor today. 

If Your CUld la Sore Today 

He or she will be a serious and 
disciplined student who could do 
quite well at teaching, lecturing, 
etc. Teach your progeny early to 
emfle more and develop a lighter 
spirit wfakfa wffl increase bis or her 
popularity. Your cbfid is apt to be 
a fav or ite of older people who will 
appreciate the serious and sensible 
approach to life. 

• e • 

"The Stare impel; they do not 
compeL” What you make of your 
hie u largely up to you! 

© 1987, McNmght Synd. 


Jordanian industrial shares excel 


Sector 

r 

I 

pp"Irc anW financial 

companies 


Number of % Vohme of % Number % 
shares traded of total trade of total of contracts of total 


1984 

1,050,936 

52 

1,714473 

59 

1,809 

47 

1985 

322,159 

65 

6,351,503 

86 

3,012 

68 

1986 

368,588 

37 

1,383,485 

63 

1,149 

46 

1987 

1,587,068 

37 

2,346,956 

40 

1,102 

• 23 

Insurance 

1984 

180,901 

9 

239,203 

8 

246 

6 

1985 

77,470 

4 

249,818 

4 

204 

5 

1986 

49,275 

5 

72,353 

3 

104 

4 

1987 ‘ 

123,612 

3 

287,155 

5 

132 

3 


Services 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

Indn&rfes 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

Grand total 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 


131,280 

109,078 

180,106 

190,336 


659,191 

534,494 

394,095 

2,415,273 


2.022.30S 

2,043,201 

992,064 

4,316,289 


7 

133,011 

5 

346 

9 

5 

100,313 

1 

154 

3 

18 

149,215 

7 

238 

10 

4 

150,752 

2 

164 

4 

32 

830,680 

28 

1,486 

38 

26 

668,118 

9 

1,080 

24 

40 

580,217 

27 

1,012 

40 

56 

3,104,929 

• 53 

3305 

70 


2,917,467 


3387 


— 

7,369,752 

— 

4,450 

— 

— 

2,185,270 

— 

2303 

— 

— 

5,889,792 

— 

4,703 

— 


WASHINGTON (R) — Austra- 
lia and Spain were rebuffed on 
Sunday in their bid to join one of 
the select clubs of nch nations 
that helps determine world eco- 
nomic policy. 

“We’re pretty disappointed by 
the decision," said Mr. Julio 
Duran of the Bank of Spain's 
foreign department. “We can't 
understand the logic of it.’’ 


Neither nation won the unani- 
mous support that was necessary 
to join tne so-called Group of 
Ten (G-10), although a majority 
of the group's members sup- 
ported them, British Chancellor 
of the Exchequer (Finance Minis- 
ter) Nigel Lawson told reporters. 

At Sunday’s meeting, Mr. 
Lawson acted as chairman of the 
G-10. which groups Belgium. Bri- 


tain, Canada, France, Italy, 
Japan, The Netherlands, 
Sweden, the United States and 
West Germany, as well as 
Switzerland. 

Australia and Spain argued 
that they should be allowed into 
the dub because their economies 
were bigger than some of the 
nations mat are -already mem- 
bers. 


Indian official warns of low growth 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
worst drought this century could 


halve the country’s industrial and 
economic growth rates this year, 
a top industrialist warned on 
Monday. 

Lower farm output and energy 
shortages caused by the weak 
monsoon will force factories to 
produce only four per cent more 
than in 1986/87 when the increase 
was 8.9 per cent, said Mr. Pai 
Panandikar. secretary-general of 
the Federation of Indian Cham- 
bers of Commerce and Industry. 

“Gross national product 
(GNP) is also likely to grow only 
two per ant in 1987/88 ... but the 
economy should pick up from 
mid-1988.” he said in an inter- 
view. India's GNP grew five per 
cent last year. 

India's trade deficit, which 
amounted to 87.47 billion rupees 
($672 million) in 1985-86, could 
also climb marginally this year 
because of lower agricultural ex- 
ports and rising imports, he said. 

India would have to import at 
least 400 million rupees ($30 mil- 
lion) more of edible oil after 


drought severely hit the ground- 
nut crop in the western state of 
Gujarat, he said. 

India buys between eight to 10 
billion rupees ($615 to $770 mil- 
lion) worth of edible oil. mostly 
Malaysian palm oil, a year. . 

■ Oil and petroleum imports are 
likely to rise by about seven 
billion rupees ($540 million) be- 
cause of the energy shortfall,” he 
said. 


India’s energy supply has fallen 
sharply in recent months because 
water in dams have been diverted 
to rice fields instead of turning 
turbines to produce hydro-elec- 
tricity. 


India bought 22.94 billion 
rupees ($1.76 billion) worth of oil 
and petroleum products in 1986/ 


India has increased its installed 
capacity for power generation to 
a current 50.000 megawatts, but 
national demand still outstrips 
supply by eight per cent and 
many factories are running below 
capacity because of constant pow- 
er cuts. 


India's 1987/88 (September to 
August) cotton crop is estimated 
to fall of eight million bales of 170 
kilogrammes. This compares 
with 11.5 million bales produced 
this year, and is below the mills’ 
demand of 9.5 million bales. 

Mr. Panandikar said an esti- 
mated 10 per cent fall in farmers' 
income will also affect domestic 
demand for fertilisers, farm vehi- 
cles and equipment 

He said recent government 
moves to raise taxes and duties on 
non-essential imports will also 
affect demand for consumer 
goods from the urban population. 

The government announced on 
Sept. 21 it would impose a five 
per cent surcharge on taxpayers 
and corporations earning more 
than 50,000 rupees ($3,850) a 
year to help raise an additional 19 
.billion rupees ($1.46 billion) this 
year needed for emergency relief. 

Mr. Panandikar said latest esti- 
mates show that foodgrain output 
will fall to between 135 and 140 
million tonnes from 151 million 
last year. 


Economist sees challenges 
for banks in Arab nations 


BAHRAIN (R) — Banks in the Gulf region will be 
forced to modernise their services following a decline 
in corporate and trade fiiandng opportunities, Golf 
International Bank (GIB) said in an economic report 
on Sunday. 

. The Bahrain-based bank’s eco- most cases. Banks need to culti- 
nomist, Mr. Henry Azzam, said a vate cashless banking habits 
boom in infrastructure budding among their customers and reap 
and a double digit growth of the benefits of recent technolo- 
imports in the 1970s had encoor- gical developments in this field," 
aged banks to extend a disprop- Ee said, 
ortionate percentage of their A few banks in the region had 
loans to trade and construction, still not computerised their cur- 
But total imports to the six rent account operations, while 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) others did not yet have plans to 
states declined by a third between introduce automatic teller 
1982 and 1985 while public sector machines, 
expenditure on construction had Electronic funds transfer at 
dropped in most countries after point of sale and other electronic 
peaking in 1983. banking services had not reached 

The new conditions meant the region, 
banks in the region would have to Mr. Azzam said a smaller re- 
rely more oo the retail sector, turn on loans had led several 
which was wide open to banks commercial banks to emphasise 
willing to make the investment, treasury products and offer 
Mr. Azzam said. alternative investment channels 

“The Gulf region's 15 million to the region's investors, 
people still prefer to use cash in The products included unit 


trusts and money market funds 
for individuals and portfolio man- 
agement services and open-ended 
investment funds for larger 
clients. 

But, he said, only a very few 
Gulf banks had developed exper- 
tise in these fields, which "re- 
quire massive investment in soph- 
isticated trading floors that only a 
few are capable of undertaking.” 

Mr. Azzam said declining 
banking opportunities in the re- 
gion were coupled with the infil- 
tration of international competi- 
tion into the domestic markets. 

“In this era of electronic com- 
munication, computerisation and 
globalisation of banking services, 
foreign banks are able to pene- 
trate the Gulf markets without 
necessarily having local offices,” 
he said. 

Local staff had taken over key 
management positions in virtually 
all major Gulf bank over the last 
five to seven years, he said, but a 
national cadre of middle and 
■ junior managers was still lacking. 


Iran oil exports to U.S. soar 


The above table compares trading activities that appeared hi the AFM’s monthly buBetin whkh was 
took place at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) released last week. Volume of trade is given in 
during the month of August for the years 1984, Jordanian dinars. 

1985, 1986, and 1987. The figures for August 1987 

G-10 turns down Spain, Australia 


WASHINGTON (R) - - Iran has 
become the second largest sup- 
plier of crude oil to the United 
States, providing Tehran with ab- 
out one-third of its total oil re- 
venues, the Washington Post re- 
ported on Monday. 

The Post, quoting a new analy- 
sis of U.S. oil imports, said a 
surge in Iranian shipments to the 
United States this summer had 
pumped more than $700 million 
into Iran's war-tom economy. 

The surge — which coincided 
with growing military and di- 
plomatic tension between the two 
countries — was documented in 
U.S. Commerce Department fi- 


gures cited by Mr. John Roberts, 
of the Middle East Institute in 
Washington, the Post said. 

In July, the United States im- 
ported 19.6 million barrels of 
Iranian crude at a cost of $359 
million, the paper quoted Mr. 
Roberts as saying. Only Nigeria 
supplied more. 

The Iranian shipments 
amounted to more than 11 per 
cent erf U.S. oil imports. U.S. oil 
payments to Iran for the three 
months ending in July exceeded 
the annual average in each of the 
previous three years, Mr. 
Roberts said. 


Iran is trying to buy at least $40 
million worth of oilfield equip- 
ment from U.S. companies m a 
bid to replace machinery and 
rebuild facilities damaged by re- 
cent Iraqi air attacks, Mr. 
Roberts was quoted as saying. 

As tensions with Iran have 
risen, the Reagan administration 
has considered an embargo 
against Iranian goods, including 
oil. 

But the United States has not 
imposed any import restrictions 
since the agreement accompany- 
ing the release of U.S. hostages 
from Tehran in 1981. 


uwait Airways maintains profitability 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Air- 
ways Corporation Chairman 
Ahmad Al Mishari said on Mon- 
day the airline would report pro- 
fits of around 200,000 dinars 


day the airline would report pro- 
fits of around 200,000 dinars 
($714,000) in the year ended in 
June, roughly the same level as 
last year. 

He told Reuters that despite 
difficult operating conditions, 
“we are generating profits and 
contributing to state revenue.” 


Al Watan newspaper quoted 
him as saying the airline was 
negotiating the sale of two sur- 
plus Airbus 310 jets to a South 
American airline. 

Profitability was being main- 
tained through rationalisation of 
the workforce and efficient man- 
agement of the fleet, he said. 

He said the number of passen- 
gers carried in 1986-87 was 2.5 


per cent above die previous year. 

Talks were under way with a 
British catering firm to establish 
an Islamic kitchen at London's 
Heathrow airport with two other 
Gulf airlines, the regional carrier 
Gulf Air and Saudia, Sheikh Mis- 
hari said. 

The kitchen would ensure the 
airlines' food met Islamic require- 
ments. 


Dealers expect dollar to decline soon 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
steadied on Monday after finance 
ministers of the leading industrial 
nations met in Washington and 
renewed a pledge to stabilise 
currency markets, but many deal- 
ers were sceptical and saw it 
falling again soon. 

Ministers of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) — the United States. 
Japan, West Germany, France, 
Britain, Italy and Canada — reaf- 
firmed their Feb. 22 “Louvre 
accord” on stable exchange rates, 
and left unchanged target values 
for the dollar which their central 
banks are ready to defend by 
buying it in the open market. 

But the weekend Washington 
talks did not seem to develop new 
ideas on how to correct the huge 


trade deficit of the United States, 
which is what convinces the mar- 
ket that a weaker dollar is needed 
and tempts it to deny the central 
banks and sell it. 

"The market feels secure hold- 
ing dollars at the moment... but 
sooner or later the dollar's fun- 
damental weakness will prevail.” 
said Mr. Chris Zwermann, cur- 
rency analyst at Swiss Bank 
Coro’s Frankfurt office. 

The dollar in Europe on Mon- 
day fetched around 1.8250 West 
German marks and just over 144 
yen. That was firmer than at the 
dose of business last Friday, but 
only just. It had ended Friday in 
New York worth 1.8210 marks 
and 143.55 yen. 

The G-7 ministers said the dol- 


lar’s fall in value since 1985 by 
nearly 40 per cent would suffice, 
with other economic measures 
already in hand, to correct the 
U.S. deficit. 

Those other measures include 
tax cuts and spending packages to 
stimulate consumer demand for 
goods in the main trade surplus 
nations. Japan and West Ger- 
many. so that they buy more and 
export less — but the markets are 
generally sceptical about how 
quickly this is being achieved. 

"What the officials are saying is . 
still wishful thinking,” said Ivir. ; 
Bob Bauer, senior currency deal- ■ 
er at Commerzbank in Frankfurt. ■ 
“We are on the right road but ' 
we’ve not arrived vet." 


Peanuts 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


O l*tr GMa* SfMcaw. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L. Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Br. round ol 
duties 

5 Jai alai basket 
10 Movie dog 

14 Baghdad's 
country 

15 Obtain new 
weapons 

16 Husband ol 
Jezebel 

IT Bolivia's 
neighbor 

18 Egyptian 
measure 

19 Die shape 

20 Contemptibly 
low 

22 Truffle e.g. 

24 NM art colony 

26 Medicine 
measure 

27 Calvin Klein 
for one 

31 Open shoe 
05 Author Hunter 
36 Norso gods 

38 Lamb's mama 

39 Light tune 

40 Rio de la — 

41 Barter 

42 Heb. letter 

43 Dissipate 

44 Vehicle 

45 Lacking vigor 
47 Boa 

50 Inquires 

52 Expel 

53 Southern 
farmers 

57 Bacon portion 
$) Slam visitor 
62 Contacted 

64 Sch. subj. 

65 Urban area 

66 Arab prince: 
var. 

67 Wings 

68 Gr. meeting 
place 

69 Winter visitor 

70 Part of n±. 

DOWN 

1 Tears 

2 City on (he 
Oka 



T'JS7 Tnaune Ui'ilJJ Snrvicn. Inc 

Aft Righia 


3 Noxious weed 

4 Type of 
etching 

5 Drawing Item 

6 Poet’S word 

7 infamous 
marquis 

6 Stair part 
9 Food for the 
gods 

10 Ger. city 

11 Avokf 

12 Forbidden 

13 Help 

21 Move sharply 
23 Autoeral 
25 Sea creatures 

27 Gr. letter 

28 Fr. spa 
23 Ointment 
30 Lariat 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nFinn nnnn nnnci 
oobb Bonnn mono 
nnnn nnnnn Bonn 
BmnnnQnnnnHBBo 
□Bn mmon 
non nnnn nnnnnn 
non nnnnn nnnn 
nQmaBnmntinnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
□nnnnn nnnn nnn 
nnnn non 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnm 
onnn nnnnn qbbb 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnan noon 


23 Ointment 43 Hope 54 Step — (hurry) 

30 Lariat 46 Part o I Asia 55 Hap 

32 Indian official 43 Dawn goddess 56 Br. gun 

33 Blue ribbon 49 Civil War 58 Nimbus 

34 Gr. coins letters 59 Coup d’ — 

37 Pool girl 51 Leaf opening 60 Ostrich-like 

40 Bundles 53 US Army bW 

41 Glaswegian members 63 Hanoi holiday 


ho u can Always tell 

IT'S THE LAST SAME OF 
THE SEASON WHEN THE 
LEAVES START TO FALL.. 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



ANP the 
, 50CK5.. 


c? 


WELL, CICERO, ^ 
WOW’S SCHOOL? 1 
WHAT DID VO!} i 
LEARN TbDAy ? A 


I LEARNED 
THAT FIVE 
AND FIVE 
MAKES SIX/. 


BUT THAT'S 
WRONG/ r 


■WELL/mEN 
I GUESS I 
DIDN’T LEARN 
, NOTHIN’/ > 


AuSmi 


Andy Capp 




IF I COULD 
Give you ■ 
‘A&TOF-r' 
ADVICE — ) 


IN THESE BARTS / 
LOVE fS NOBODY ■< 
ELSE*S BUSINESS 
BUT THE THREE V 
PEOPLE INVOLVED ) 


{you JUST) 

X SHUT^l 

> y our fZ 

MOUTH-! h 




“Just let each of us bite you ONCE. 
Later, if any OTHER bugs bother you, 
well break their legs!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
q by Henri Arnoia and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to term 
few ordinary words. 


ALOCK 


TiBUL 


DORIAT 


FEENAD 


Mm most tody 
tosuccaeo 


THEY* PREPICTEPHE 
woulp come out 
ON TOP, ANp THIS 
(ft WHAT Hfi SOON 
BECAME. 

k , , , 

Hem arrange lhe circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug» 
posted by the above cartoon. 


yesterday's 


- • - (Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles MESSY AWARD SCURVY HAMPER 
Answer How the girts were leodhgjhe boys at that tag 
prom— ATdARRY" CHASE 


- 
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Fiji’s governor-general 41 die in Over 100 killed in 

W T v, /4 n-, -rt * « <_ m. « -b «fl 


rejects Rabuka ultimatum 

Commonwealth chief calls coup leader a ‘racist’ 


Indonesian Colombian landslide 



bus fire 


SUVA. Fiji <R) — Fiji's embattled governor-general 
Sir Penaia Ganilau rejected a demand on Monday 
that he recognise coup leader Col. Sitiveni Rabuka 
as the nation's leader, Col. Rabuka told Reuters. 

-The governor-general did nor Col. Rabuka appears to have 

&WniS^:* e ho 


“The governor-general did not 
accept." Col. Rabuka said as he 
hurnedly got in his car after a 
late-evening conference at Queen 
Elizabeth Barracks with his batta- 
lion commanders. 

“We (the military) will just 
cany on and we'll think up new 
tactics tomorrow.” was ail he 
would say as he left the barracks. 

Military sources said Col. 
Rabuka hoped to meet Ganilau 
again on Tuesday. They said Col. 
Rabuka had not yet carried out a 
threat to sack Ganilau and abol- 
ish his post, though he earlier told 
diplomats he had abrogated the 
constitution. 

The sources said Ganilau and 
Uoi. Rabuka met for more than 
an hour at the governor-general's 
residence. No comment was 
available from aides of Ganilau. 
who had been running the coun- 
try since Col. Rabuka's first coup 
on May 14. 

Col. Rabuka. who wants- poli- 
tical supremacy for ethnic Fijians, 
.told Reuters Before the meeting 
that he would insist Ganilau 
accept him as leader following his 
second military takeover in five 
months. 

“The dismissal is just a legal 
way, the only way. of legtimising 
my assumption of the executive 
authority of the land.” Col. 
Rabuka said in an interview. 

The 39-year-old colonel said he 
did not believe Ganilau would 
accept his authority or his plan 
for a new constitution to give 
ethnic Fijians permanent political 
power, adding that he was pre- 
pared to die for that aim. 


Fijians and ethnic Indians, wno 
backed a eovemment ousted by 
Col. Rabuka 's first takeover in 
May. 

He said he would soon name a 
military council to help him run 
the island st3te until a new con- 
stitution enshrining indigenous 
rights could be drafted before 
fresh elections. 

A council of Indian affairs 
would be appointed to persuade 
Indians, who slightly outnumber 
Fijians in the 714,000 population, 
to- accept a minority role in gov- 
ernment. Col. Rabuka said. 

Suva was quiet on Monday as 
soldiers with automatic rifles pat- 
rolled the streets of the capital. 
Most Indian-owned businesses 
had reopened. 

Col. Rabuka said that turning 
Fiji into a republic was the most 
likely outcome but Ganilau 
would still be offered the nation ]s 
first presidency. “If a republic is 
the only way "then so be it,” he 
added. * 

In London, Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Sir Shridath 
Ramphal on Monday accused 
Fiji's military coup leader of rac- 
ism and warned the island nation 
was heading toward expulsion 
from rhe Commonwealth. 

IN a radio interview with the 
British Broadcasting Corp., 
Ramphal said the policy of the 
military government that seized 
power last week “is compounded 
of elements that the Common- 
wealth will find quite unaccept- 
able — elements of racism, ele- 


ments almost of terrorism and of t 
authoritarianism.'' 

Asked whether Fiji’s situation 
was comparable with South Afri- 
ca’s apartheid system of racial i 

separation. Ramphal said: “Rac- 
ism by any name is just as bad. 
and ttie element of racism in the 
Fijian situation. I think, will 
cause a great deal of misgiving 
within the Commonwealth.” 
Ramphal. speaking from 
Toronto, said that under the rules 
of the Commonwealth, Fiji’s 
membership would automatically 
cease if it became a republic, and 
it would have to reapply for i 
readmission. | 

Britain warned the new milit- 
ary government of Fiji on Sunday 
that it would risk losing Com- 
monwealth economic aid if it 
renounced Queen Elizabeth as 
head of state and declared itself a 
republic. i 

Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe, reacting to statements by 
Col. Rabuka that he might de- 
clare a republic, said that such a 
change would be serious and sad. 

“If he (Rabuka) were to leave 
the Commonwealth, he certainly 
could not count on continued 
access to the benefits that flow 
from Commonwealth mem- 
bership.” he told a British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) radio 
interviewer. 

“The declaration of a republic 
would change Fiji's status in that 
she would be outside the Com- 
monwealth.” he added. 

Sir Geoffrey said Britain was 
already reviewing its annual aid 
programme to Fiji of some £4 
million ($6.5 million). 

He said Britain was in contact 
with other Commonwealth mem- 
bers. including Australia and 
New Zealand, to coordinate poli- 
cy on the Pacific island state. 


U.S. supports Solidarity, Bush says 


WARSAW (AP) — U.S. Vice you and support you,” he said. 

President George Bush has sig- . . 

naled "sreat affection” and sup- Walesa, who once was 


naled “great affection" and sup- 
port for the outlawed Solidarity 
movement while endorsing finan- 
cial help sought by ruling Gen. 
Wojciech Jaruzelski. 

“We support Solidarity and we 
support pluralism and we’ve been 
very clear on that" in discussions 
with government officials, the 
vice president told Solidarity fi- 
gure Lech Walesa at a dinner 
Sunday hosted by Americans. 

“We’ve got great affection for 


Mr. Walesa, who once was 
interned under martial law, said 
he was thankful for what Mr. 
Bush had done and was “asking 
for more.” 

With demonstrations of Soli- 
darity support erupting around 
him as he made his way through 
several public appearances, Mr. 
Bush also appeared at one point 
to lash a “victory" sign favoured 
by the organisation’s backers. 

“I assume he knew what the 


Philippine troops launch 
2-pronged anti-rebel attack 


MANILA (R) — Philippine 
troops launched an offensive 
against Communist rebels on 
Monday to forestall what the 
military says are guerrilla plans to 
attack army targets near Manila. . 

The two-pronged army opera- 
tion is taking place in Bulacan 
province, where day-long skir- 
mishes were reported on Sunday, 
and in the BicoJ area, where 
rebels blew up five bridges this 
month in an apparent "bid to 
isolate the strategic six-province 
region from the capital. 

The battle in mountainous vil- 
lages in Bulacan. 50 kilometres 
(JU miles) north of Manila, has 
left an undetermined number of 
casualties on both sides. 

President Corazon Aquino de- 
nied charges her government was 
soft on Communists and a pres- 
idential spokesman said soldiers 
were free to carry out any kind of 


offensive they wanted against the 
rebels. 

“We have been given the ‘go’ 
signal to go all out against the 
insurgents as long as -we do not 
involve innocent civilians,” 
Armed Forces Chief General 
Fidel Ramos told troops at the 
weekend. 

Earlier, police said three sol- 
diers were killed and two wound- 
ed in the Bulacan battle. An army 
spokesman denied earlier police 
reports that three soldiers had 
died in the fighting but said four 
soldiers and two civilians were 
wounded. A private Manila radio 
station said tour rebels were be- 
lieved killed. 

An army spokesman said 
several companies of soldiers 
were pursuing the guerrillas in 
Bulacan on Monday and had set 
up blocking forces to seal off 
possible escape routes. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

I9B6 TnUjn* Umi Smcn, h: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUfZ 


Q.l — Ni-ithrr vulnerable. us Smith 
>mi huld. 

*KQ83 ' 72 . A K 1076.1 +!j 

Tin.* bidding lists 
South West North East 
1 :• 2 * 2 7 Pass 

•t 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— < -Ifcith volniTiiblo, a.s South 
you hold. 

4K95 7Q7 vJ8763 4KJ6 

The bidding ha-s pim-wdcd: 

North East South West 

l 7 Dble ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.3 — As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*K73 7K942 v74 *9875 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North Cast South West 

1 * 14 Pass 2 4 

3 0 Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 


Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

♦83 7K107 vQ 10762 4A93 

The bidding has* proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
I? 2 j Dble Pass 

2 4 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.5 — finch vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦J73 TK8762 '>Q73 495 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 7 Dble Pass ? 

Whal anii in do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold- 

495 7AQ983 C-Q104 *762 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 
1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


H & R Club opening soon 


Members onh 


sign” meant, said an aide who 
was asked later about Mr. Bush’s 
intentions. 

The vice president’s message 
was dear when he told an esti- 
mated 2.000 worshippers at a 
mass, "we in America have 

watched and suffered with you. 

; 

But we are confident that you 
will not merely survive the pre- 
sent difficulties but that you will 
prevail.” 

“For our and your freedom,” 
be added in Polish. 


Reagan: 

U.S. must 
not listen 
for footsteps 

NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States must make bold moves in 
defence of democracy and not 
“listen for footsteps” tike a foot- 
ball player who is beset by fear of 
injury. President Reagan wrote in 
a magazine article. 

The article, in Life magazine 
published on Monday, was 
accompanied by articles from 
three former U.S. presidents 
written to coincide with the 
celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the signing of the 
U.S. constitution. 

Mr. Reagan wrote: “Just 20 
years ago, America seemed un- 
certain of its responsibilities, 
lacking a resolve _. and backing 
away from a consistent, commit- 
ted foreign policy. 

“A similar sort of syndrome is 
known in the game of (American) 
football. It’s called ‘hearing foot- 
steps.’ It occurs when a player, 
often a receiver, is hit hard and 
perhaps shaken up. 

“If a player so afflicted returns 
to the field of play, it is often not 
with the anticipation of winning 
but with the fear of being hit. The 
results are predictable: Hesitan- 
cy, doubt and increased risk of 
injury. 

“If we are to continue to pros- 
per we cannot listen for foot- 
steps,” Mr. Reagan wrote. 
“America’s future requires a re- 
newed dedication to our goals of 
democracy and peace.” 

Richard Nixon, Jimmy Carter 
and Gerald Ford, the only three 
living former U.S. presidents, 
said the United States held major 
responsibilities in meeting global 
problems. 

“Such problems as poverty, 
world hunger, deforestation, de- 
sertification, air and water pollu- 
tion, Third World debt, and over- 
population will increase unless 
concerted action is taken by the 
foremost nations,” Mr. Carter 
wrote. "Our country has a special 
responsibility with its unequalled 
leadership capabilities.” 

Mr. Ford wrote that the United 
States must get control of its 
finances or it mil recede as a 
world power. 


JAKARTA (R) — Forty-one 
trapped passengers burned to 
death and 11 were injured when a 
crowded bus exploded in flames 
as it sped down a highway in 
Indonesia, police said on 
Monday. 

An East Java police spokesman 
said in Surabaya that the charred 
bodies of trapped passengers 
were recovered from inside the 
bus after the explosion on Satur- 
day. The other II people, who 
broke windows to escape, were in 
hospital with severe cuts and 
bums. 

Survivors said they believed 
the explosion was caused by a 
cooking stove aboard the bus. 

The bus had just passed 
through a toll gate on the East 
Java Highway on Saturday night 
when the explosion occurred, 
kilting among its victims seven 
children and a troupe of tradi- 
tional comedians. 

“We are having difficulty m 
identifying the victims because 
thev were so badly burned,” the 
police spokesman told Reuters by 
telephone. 

“We are still investigating the 
cause of the accident,” he said, 
adding that the driver of the 
ill-fated bus had run away. 

He said 20 ambulances sped to 
the scene, but stood by for almost 
half an hour because rescue 
workers could not get into the 
burning bus. “We believe the fire 
spread rapidly.” he said. 

The daily Korapas quoted a 
survivor as saying be heard an 
explosion from the rear part of 
the bus. It was followed by the 
fire which spread quickly through 
the seats and curtains. 

He said panicky passengers 
tried to escape as the Dus slowed 
to a stop, but could not get out of 
the locked rear door. Some survi- 
vors fled through the front door 
and others had to break through 
die windows. 


Hirohito 
cancels trip 
to Okinawa 

TOKYO (R) —Japan's Emperor 
Hirohito. recovering from an in- 
testinal operation, announced on 
Monday that be would not make 
a controversial trip to the south- 
ernmost Japanese island of Oki- 
nawa scheduled for next month. 

The trip would have been the 
first visit to Okinawa by the 
86-year-old emperor, but it was 
opposed by leftist radicals and 
some of the island's people who 
bold him responsible for leading 
Japan to defeat in World War II. 

In 1945 Okinawa-was the scene 
of one of the war’s bloodiest 
battles, in which nearly a quarter 
of a million soldiers and Okina- 
wan civilians died. 

“I truly regret not being able to 
make the visit to Okinawa ^due to 
my unexpected illness,” said 
Hirohito in an official statement 
read by a court official. 

“I wish to convey my feeling of 
eagerness to make the trip as 
soon as possible after my health 
improves." 

The Japanese establishment 
bad hoped the visit would close 
the book on the battle of Okina- 
wa, and signal Okinawa’s com- 
plete integration into Japan. The 
island was under U.S. control 
from 1945 until its reversion to 
Japan in 1972. 


MEDELLIN, Colombia (AP) — 
A landslide roared down a moun- 
tain and buried a neighbourhood 
in Colombia's second-largest city 
beneath 3 metres of mud and 
rocks, killing at least 100 people, 
officials said. 

Mayor William Jaramilio 
Gomez told Caracol. Colombia’s 
largest radio network, that at 
least 100 people were killed, 
; another 200 injured and 500 mis- 
j sing after tonnes of mud and 
; rocks buried about 60 houses 
j following three days of torrential 
rains. 

“We heard the noise that 
sounded tike an explosion and 
soon afterward a huge mass of 
rocks and mud descended upon." 
said Mary Mosque ra, who lost 
three daughters in the avalanche. 
“They were trapped by huge 
rocks and we couldn’t do any- 
thing to rescue them.” 

“1 thought an airplane had 
crashed into the mountain,” said 
Alirio Garcia, a neighbourhood 
resident who rescued numerous 
injured victims and recovered 
bodies, “tt was horrible." 

Officials at the local morgue 
said Sunday night it had 86 homes 
and local' hospitals reported 
another 14 bodies. 

Firefighters said many more 
bodies could be trapped under- 
neath the mud and rocks. They 
risked being buried themselves by 
more mudslides as they continued 
looking for survivors/ using sear- 
chlights in the darkness. 


Among the victims were some 
30 children celebrating their first 
communion, said Luz Maria, a 
nun who works in the neighbour- 
hood. 

Hospital officials reported 
treating at least 150 people, most 
of (hem children, who suffered 
broken bones and cuts. Hospitals 
were crowded with people look- 
ing for family members and 
friends. 

The mayor said residents of the 
Villa Tina neighbourhood were 
taken by surprise by the slide at 
about 2:30 p.m. (1830 GMT). 

He said the rain caused streams 
in the high mountains surround- 
ing the diy to overflow their 
banks, and' one stream washed 
awav the mountainside. 

Medellin is a city of more than 
1 million residents, Colombia's 
second largest, in a valley high 
in the Andes Mountains about 
300 miles (185 kilometres) north 
west of Bogota, the capital. 

There have been several deadly 
landslides in Colombia in recent 
years. 

A landslide triggered by days 
of heavy rain killed 20 people 
near the town of La Piragua in 
southern Colombia on June 21, 
1986. 

On Nov. 13, 1985, the Nevada 
El Ruiz volcano erupted, sending 
a wall of mud roaring into the 
town of Armero. 65 miles (100 
kilometres) west of Bogota. More 
than 20.000 people died. 


Celebrities gather for AIDS benefit 

CHICAGO ( AP) — Angela Unsbury. Oph Wmfrey and «ffcr 
celebrities gathered Sunday for a Si -minion benefit for AIDS 
research sponsored by Marshall Field"* Dejwrtnwfll Sto re A 
Show of Concern: The Heart of America Responds a benefit 
tor the AIDS Foundation of Chicago ami ihc American Founto- 
tion for AIDS Research. The two-bour icH-out peiformancea^o 
featured Peter Allen. Colleen Deu hurst. Jerrv Herman. Chit* 
Rivera, Leslie Uraams and five Chicago choirs. Tickets, wicedat 
$150 and up. had gone on sale on Aug 24. Pc iTplc who 
contributed $1,000 or more also were invited to a supper and 
dance with the stars following the performance. Chcr>J Lewrn. a 
spokeswoman for the benefit, said if is the first on such a m 
Chicago. Lilv Tomlin and Bette Midler sent a short UK, Ms 
Levinsaid. Elizabeth Taylor sent a telegram, calling the benefit a 
shining example of the partnership Inal will unite the world in 
defeating AIDS.” The performance also honoured Fntz Holt, a 
b roadway producer who helped organise it before he dted of 
acquired' immune defirienev svndrome (AIDS) last summer. 
“We’ve reached the Si-million goal.” Ms. Levin said, 'but when 
you're talking about AIDS research, it's only a drop ui the 
bucket." 

Repika of Santa Maria sets sail 

VERACRUZ. Mexico (AP* — A replica of the I5ih century ship 
Santa Maria that Christopher Columbus used in his voyage to the 
new world set sail Sunday for Europe. Thousands of people. 


send-off of the Mangalanre. ine snip rases ns name irom me 
o rigin al namp of the Santa Maria. It was the product of six years’ 
work and the efforts of more than 100 craftsmen. Vital Alsar, the 
project's creator and ship’s captain, said the idea to build a rephea 
originated eight years ago. with a view to the South anniversary of 
Columbus' voyage of discovery in 1492. He said he hnped the new 
Santa Maria will create a stronger bond of undcreiandtae between 
the Americas and Spain. Akar. a 53-year-old reudenf of 
Veracruz, designed the 33-metre ship with the help of engineers 
from bis native Spain. He said they used more than 30 kinds of 
tropical woods, and there were legal requirements that the ship be 
outfitted with navigational equipment and an auxiliary motor. 


Argentine army regiment | U.K. ferry sold for scrap 
ends four-hour protest 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — About ISO officers from 
an army regiment in suburban 
Buenos 'Aires confined them- 
selves to their barracks for four 
hours Sunday night and early 
Monday to protest the transfer of 
their commanding officer. 

The rebels, with painted faces 
and carrying automatic weapons, 
refused to leave their quarters at 
Tablada. 15 kilometres south 
west of the capital, to protest the 
transfer of their leader, Ll-Co 1. 
Dario Fernandez Maguer. the 
Argentine news agency Telam 
said. 


The unrest was the most se- 
rious military incident since Eas- 
ter week, when officers from 
army regiments in Buenos Aires, 
Cordoba and Salta rebelled, de- 
manding amnesty for officers ac- 
cused of human rights abuses 
during the military rule of 1976- 
83. 

The uprising at Regiment 3 
protested the transfer of Col. 
Maguer. who had been notified 
Friday he was being sent away 15 
months early to an undisclosed 
post by Army Chief of staff 
Gen. Jose D. Caridi. 


LONDON (AP) — The Herald of Free Enterprise car ferry, 
which claimed 189 lives when it capsized off :he Belgian coast in 
March, has been sold for scrap to a Dutch salvage firm. Press 
Association, the domestic British news agency nas reported. 
Ferry owners P and O refused to reveal any details of last week’s 
sale, including the price. Press Association said. “There is no way 
we would ever want to see the fern sail again.” Press Association 
quoted an unidentified P and O spokesman as saying. “We do not 
reel that would be appropriate in the circumstances.” The fvrrv 


Seoul government candidate 
starts presidential campaign 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s 
government candidate for De- 
cember presidential elections, 
Roh Tae-Woo, began his first 
provincial campaign tour on 
Monday as a conservative rival 
announced the formation of a 
new party. 


Back fo the capital, former 
Prime Minister Kim Jong-Pil 
announced the formation of a 
new Conservative Party and all 
but declared his own presidential 
candidacy. 

Mr. Kim was son-in-law and 
chief lieutenant of the late Presi- 


of the disaster, but decided in July to take on the name of its 
parent company. P and O. became known as P and O European 
Ferries Ltd. 

Super-speedy trains hit Italian rails 

ROME (AP) — The first of four new “super-rapido” trains 
departed from Rome and reached its final destination of Milan in 
a speedy 4 hours and 55 minutes. The new Rome-Milan trains, 
travelling at speeds of up to 200 kph ( 124 mph). shave about an 
hour off the 632-kilometre (393-mile) trip in an ordinary ’Tap* do" 
train, previously the fastest way to travel between the two cities. 
The new trains depart Rome daih' at 0800 GMT and 185 5 GMT. 




from Milan at 0850 GMT and 1935 GMT. The 102.000 lire ($781 
one-way. first-class ticket includes lunch or dinner in one of two 
restaurant cars and various other supplementary charges. Three 
hostesses offer newspapers, magazines and coffee to passengers in 
their seats. The introduction of the "super-rapid**' is the first 
step in a modernisation programme by the Italian rail system that 
foresees the use of trains capable of travelling 300 kilomcrres-per- 
hour, making the Rome-Milan trip in 3 hours. 15 minutes, railway 


officials said. 


Chun J3 oo H wan’s choice as suc- 
cessor. as be pledged to lead the 
way towards a “political miracle” 


smation. 

Banned from political life in 
1980 after the military coup which 


; regrouped many Park-era politi- 

The Pusan trip is the start of a rians and now plans to challenge 
series of provincial tours that Mr. Mr. Rob’s presidential bid from 
Roh, leader of the ruling Demo- the right, 
cratic Justice Party (DJP), plans Surrounded by attentive; 


Soviet pianist plays at White House 

WASHINGTON (R) — Soviet pianist Vladimir Feitsman gave 
his first concert in die United States on Sunday and fulfilled a 




local supporters and youth orga- 
nisations whose campaign back- 
ing he seeks. 

Pusan. South Korea’s second 
largest city, is the powerbase of 
opposition leader Kim Young- 
Sam. who is vying with veteran 
dissident Kim Dae-Jung for the 
Reunification Democratic Party 
(RDP) presidential nomination. 


a news conference at a Seoul 
hotel his new party’s policies 
would be essentially those of Mr. 
Park’s now-dissolved Democratic 
Republican Party (DRP). 

“We will maintain, and ac- 
centuate, a conservative keynote 
but we will change with the 
changing times,” be told repor- 
ters. 


reporters after 


gold and 


whom President Reagan lauded in remarks after the concert as 
“extraordinary, brilliant ... among the great musicians in (he 
world.” Feitsman, a Soviet Jew, who arrived in the United States 
in early August, played America's national anthem and works by 
Schumann, Beethoven, Liszt, Rachmaninoff and Debussy. Feits- 
man told the Wall Street Journal in an interview published on 
Friday his dream of playing at the White House sustained him 
through eight years of waiting for an exit visa. “That you manifest 
no bitterness (at the long delay) is proof that you are not only a 
great musician — it is proof you are a hero of the human spirit,” 
Mr. Reagan said. 


Gore, Dukakis clash again during debate Chinese want more risks in life 


DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) — 
Massachusetts Governor Michael 
Dukakis lectured Tennessee 
Senator Albert Gore to “get your 
facts straight,” but six Democra- 
tic presidential hopefuls generally 
were in harmony in supporting 
sweeping arms control agree- 
ments and an end to military aid 
f o Nicaraguan rebels. 

The sharp exchange between 
Sen. Gore and Governor Duka- 
kis came during a two-hour de- 
bate before an arras control 
group that featured mainly sharp 
attacks on President Ronald 
Reagan and gentle jabs among 
the Democrats who said they 
were struggling “for the direction 
of the Democratic Party.” 

Sen. Gore and Mr. Dukakis 
began their feud at a similar 
debate last month, with Sen. 
Gore demanding more specifics 
about Mr. Dukakis' economic 
policies. On Sunday. Sen. Gore 
accused Mr. Dukakis of advocat- 
ing the withdrawal of U.S. troops 
from South Korea. 

“I never made that proposal.” 
Mr. Dukakis retorted. “I never 
suggested that." 

Sen. Gore later branded any 
proposal to withdraw forces from 
Korea as “wildly unrealistic” and 
Mr. Dukakis continued to insist 
after the debate he never sug- 
gested such a thing, insisting be 
only wanted to push for more 
democratic freedoms in the 
country. 

The exchange came as the 
Democrats called for arms con- 
trol agreements far beyond one 


expected to be signed this foil, 
ana all six opposed continued 
military aid to the Nicaraguan 
rebels. Only Sen. Gore was will- 
ing to back any funding for the 
contra, supporting unspecified 
■'humanitarian" assistance. 

Jesse Jackson expressed luke- 
warm support for the agreement 
between the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union to elimintate intermediate- 
range nuclear weapons in 
Europe, calling it *a short step for 
mankind, ana a giant step for 
Ronald Reagan.” 

“I would go beyond the agenda 
of deep missile cuts,” said former 
Arizona Governor Bruce Bab- 
bitt. accusing the administration 
of operating within “an atmos- 


phere of suspicion and paranoia.” 

“It’s not the technology that’s 
the problem, it’s the willpower,” 
Mr. Babbitt said. 

“There are important signs the 
world is coining to its collective 
senses,” Mr. Dukakis said. 
“We’re beginning to understand 
we can’t operate like a lonesome 
cowboy anymore." 

While all six had sharp criticism 
for the Reagan administration. 
Sen. Gore and Missouri Repre- 
sentative Richard Gephardt wor- 
ried that Democrats have suf- 
fered in past elections from being 
seen as opposed to strong de- 
fence. 

“We have got to maintain de- 
terrence,” Sen. Gore said. “Our 
party must be strong on national 
defence.” 

Mr. Gephardt suggested that 
Democrats use a version of Mr. 


Reagan's 1980 campaign question 
when he asked voters Sr they were 
better off than four years before. 

“Are we safer than we were $2 
trillion ago?" Mr. Gephardt 
asked. “I think it’s time to indict 
this administration.” 

There was near-unanimity on 
aid to the contras, with all oppos- 
ing military assistance. 

“We ought to be sending down 
physicians and teachers and 
peace corps workers,” Illinois 
Senator Paul Simon said. 

While ail the Democrats sup- 
port a bilateral ban on under- 
ground nuclear tests, Mr. 
Gephardt has also said the U.S. 
ana Soviet Union should seek 
negotiate a ban on all flight tests 
of missiles. 

Sen. Gore complained that 
some Democrats were using the 
proposal as a “litmus test,” which 
tended to push all the candidates 
to the left and damage their 
hopes for being elected. 

‘This contest is partly a strug- 
gleTor the future of the Democra- 
tic Party,” Sen. Gore argued. 
“Foreign policy is too important 
for a utmis test.” 

Sunday’s debate was before an 
arms control group called STAR- 
PAC, or Stop the Anns Race 
Political Action Committee. 

Colorado Representative Patri- 
cia Schroeder is scheduled to 
announce her intentions for the 
race on Monday. She was invited 
to Sunday's debate and initially 
accepted, but withdrew last 


PEKING (R) — Chinese people regard themselves as indust- 
rious, obedient and thrifty but increasingly want a life of risk < 
rather than security, according to a nationwide opinion poll. 'Hie 
China Daily said on Monday most of those polled said China’s 
national character was conservative rather than adventurous but , 
they themselves wanted more competitive jobs even at the risk of : 
unemployment. It said the pollsters believed the results showed 
that conservative attitudes which could hamper the country's 
modernisation were changing. Pollsters commissioned by govern- 
ment bodies asked 4,244 city dwellers to select three wore* which - 
best described the national character from a list. Half chose 
“industrious" and “frugal” and more than a third selected 
“realistic," “conservative” and “obedient” while 18.6 per cent 
chose “intelligent” and only 2.7 per cent “adventurous,” the 
newspaper said. More than 50 per cent said they would rather . 
have a rewarding job with die risk of unemployment than easier 
but secure work, it added. The newspaper said most people might ' 
have chosen safety rather than risk it the poll had been conducted 
a few years ago. It quoted an official as saying the results of the 
poD ; conducted by young interviewers, were more reliable than 
earlier surveys by government employees. 

Report: Raisa Gorbachev was seriously Hi 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has not been seen in public since the beginning of August 


because his wife Raisa became seriously iU following an appen- 
dectomy, a Swedish newspaper reported Saturday. The daily 
Expressen said prominent Soviet eye surgeon SvyafolsUv Fyodor- 
ov made the revelation late Friday night to Mikael Loflfi, a 
Swedish colleague viating Moscow. There was no indication that ; 
Mrs. Gorbachev's purported ailment had anything to do with the 
eyes, however. The papersaid Mrs. Gorbachev,53, sufferedfram 
complications in connection with an appendix operation. It said 1 
she had been seriously ill for 14 days and that Mr. Gorbachev 
decided fo prolong his vacation to stay with her. Expresses : 
report followed speculation in the West that swnetfifog iray baw 
happened to the Soviet leader, who has not been teen in public ' 
since Aug. 7. But Expressen said Mr. Gorhachev had not beeaifi 
at all and that he was now back m Moscow. Expressen quoted 
Loan as saying Fyodorov fold him he spoke with Mr. Gorhachev 
by telephone last Tuesday and that the Communist Party Ir wfr* 
told him his wife had been in surgery because of compfcatiaas ■ 
from appendicitis. ■ 





